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Missionary  service  to  be  held  in  Jackson 


By  V>^lliam  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Eaitor 


"The  North  American  Mission  Board 
exists  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Cbjist,  start  New  Testament  congrega¬ 
tions,  minister  to  persons  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  assist  churches  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  in  effectively  perform¬ 
ing  these  functions,"  according  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  statement  on  the  NAMB  web  site, 
www.namb.net. 


NAMB 


missionary  personnel  number 
5,081,  according  to  mformation  provided 
by  the  agency  on  its  web  site,  with  2,416 
endorsements  for  chaplaincy.  The  agency 
also  boasts  2,639  Mission  ^rvice  Corps 
workers  cmd  more  than  250,000  volunteer 
missionaries. 

NAMB  this  year  will  receive 
$40,887,749,  in  Cooperative  Program  funds 
and  $48,451,53/  in  gifts  to  the  Aimie 
Armstrong  Easter  (Jffering  for  Nortti 
American  Missions.  Total  NAMB 
income  is  $119,  580,999. 

Among  the  approximately  36  cou¬ 
ples  scheduled  to  be  commissioned  are 
Greg  and  Debby  Murphree  of 
Senatobia,  who  will  be  serving  in 
Syracu^,  New  York. 

Greg  Murphree  is  the  Anglo  Church 
planting  missionary  for  the  Baptist 


The  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  will  hold  what  is  b^eved  to  be  the 
missionary-sending  agency's  first-ever  com¬ 
missioning  service  m  Mississippi  on  May  20 
at  First  Church,  Jackscwi. 

The  service,  which  will  begin  in  the 
church's  sanctucuy  at  9:30  a.m.,  will 
commission  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  cissigned  to  mission  fields  in  the 
United  States,  Canada,  Puerto  Rico, 
American  Samoa,  Guam,  the  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands,  and  the  Northern 
Mariana  Islands  —  the  areas  for  which 
NAMB  has  primary  responsibility 
within  the  SBC. 

"We  are  excited  about  hosting  the 
NAMB  commissioning  service.  This  is  a 
welcome  opportimity  to  affirm  our 
commitment  to  Southern  Baptist  mis-  d 
sions  in  North  America,"  said  Frank 


jarWgft|j[  1  -  ■■  Debby  Mumlu^  is  a  full-time 

"Every  church  has  been  given  the  HI  homemaieci  to  their  two  daught^  and 

Great  Commission.  NAMB  provided  one  son,  and  a  supporter  in  ministry, 

for  us  cin  excellent  way  to  give  the  She  is  pregnant  wim  their  fourdi  child. 

Gospel  to  our  continent,'’  he  added.  Directions  to  First  Church,  Jackson, 

Records  kept  by  Bill  Graham,  who  are:  take  the  High  Street  exit .  off 

retired  last  year  from  the  post  of  direc-  Interstate  55  ana  proceed  toward 

tor  of  mission*!^  personneLat  NAMB,  _  _  downtown. 

indicate  that  Mississippi  has  not  hosted  Turn  left  on  State  Street  and  proceed 

a  North  American  missionaiy  appoint-  to  the  church,  which  is  located  on  die 

ment  service  for  at  least  as  far  back  as  west  side  of  State  Street  between 

1983,  when  Graham  accepted  the  post  College  Street  and  Mississippi  Street, 

and  began  to  keep  the  records.  v  Due  to  ongoing  major  construction 

Commissioning  service  records  at  the  church,  attendees  are  encouraged 

before  1983  are  sketchy,  said  NAMB  The  agency's  vision  statement,  also  avail-  to  arrive  early  enougfi  to  locate  a  legal 
spokesman  James  Dotson,  but  this  service  able  on  me  wds  site,  reads:  "We  see  a  day  parking  space.  The  Jackson  Police 
is  believed  to  the  the  first  of  its  kind  in  when  every  person  in  every  community  in  Department  will  ticket  and/or  tow  illegal- 
Mississippi.  die  United  States  and  Canada  will  have  die  ly  parked  vehicles. 

NAMB  is  based  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  just  opportunity  to  hear  die  Gospel,  respond  For  more  information.  First  Church, 
outside  Atlanta.  The  agency  is  die  former  with  faidi  in  Christ,  and  participate  in  a  Jackson,  can  be  contacted  at  (601)  949-1900, 
Home  Mission  Board  (Hl^)  of  the  SBC.  New  Testament  fellowship  of  believers."  or  www.fbcj.org. 
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Sunday  S* 


In  search  of  peace 


1  and  Rita  Ameskamp  jumped  at  the 

_ 1 _ _ f  _  fcl _ _  J _ ..1_ 


chance  to  have  a  movie  filmed  on  their 
X  JLcom  farm  outside  Dyersville,  Iowa.  It 
was  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  and  the 
result  turned  out  to  be  Field  of  Dreams,  the 
endearing  1989  movie  that  garnered  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Academy  Award  nominations. 

The  movie,  you  will  recall,  revolves 
around  Iowa  com  farmer  Ray  Kinsella 
(Kevin  Costner)  and  his  mysterious  dream 
to  build  a  basebaU  field  in  the  middle  of  his 
emer^g  crop.  In  the  end,  Ray's  persistence 
in  foUowing  his  dream  affords  him  the 
opportunity  to  right  an  old  wrong  and 
rebuild  a  long-lost  relationship. 


stuowsric  PWffloBAeete 


Editor's 

Notebook 


When  the  movie  wrapp^  and 
all  the  Holl)rwood  types  departed 
for  California,  A1  Ameskamp  set 
about  the  task  of  plowing  up  the 
baseball  field  that  had  served  as  the 
movie's  main  set  and  preparing  to 
do  what  he  had  done  each  year  for 
decades  —  plant  his  com  crop. 

He  was  in  for  a  big  surprise, 
however.  After  the  movie  was 
released,  people  who  had  been 
deeply  moved  oy  the  film's  power- 


There  is  an  explanation.  The  Field  of  "For  it  is  money  they  have,  and  peace 
Dreams  experience  is,  in  essence,  a  snapshot  they  lack,"  Mann  says, 
of  America.  what  America  lacks  today  is  peace 

It  is  a  snapshot  of  the  richest,  most  power-  —  the  l^d  of  peace  gained  only  through  a 
fill  nation  on  earth,  but  yet  a  nation  that  personal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ, 
yearns  to  fill  its  starving  soul  with  something  How  will  they  know  such  peace,  if  they 
more  significant  and  eternal  than  material-  don't  know  Jesus?  How  will  they  know 
ism  and  military  might.  Jesus,  if  we  don't  tell  them? 

5  Japan  who  It  is  a  snapshot  of  a  nation  of  broken  Sadly,  in  a  countiy  that  yearns  to  know 
way  around  families  and  broken  relationships  and  bro-  peace  —  a  country  that  has  come  to  accept 
dot  Dreams,  ken  pieople  who  want  to  believe  the  mere  school  shootings  and  skyrocketing  teen 
;  and  cry  like  act  of  walking  across  a  movie  set  will  pregnancy  and  suicide  rates  as  as  the  norm 
s  and  tearful-  somehow  slake  their  parched  spirits.  —  mere  are  literally  millions  of  Christians 

ild.  jOTies'  character  Mann  foreshadows  such  who  never  shared  the  peace  of  Jesus  Christ 

er  the  film's  real-life  ccmduct  in  one  of  file  most  memo-  with  a  single  lost  person. 

'  site.  rabk  lines  from  tire  movie.  As  Ray  flirts  witft  Let  us  daily  be  about  the  Savior's  busi- 

:ome  to  rec-  bankruptcy  and  foreclosure  because  of  his  ness  of  leading  Mississippi  and  tlw  world  to 
says  James  obsession  with  the  field,  Mann  suggests  that  the  only  true  and  etemalField  of  Dreams. 
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W’e  are  excited  to 

armounce  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  an  annual  Vacation 
Bible  School  (VBS)  Day  of 
Prayer.  The  2001  VBS  Day  of 
Pr^er  is  set  for  May  20. 

this  Sunday,  churches  are 
encouraged  to  pray  for  their  VBS 
leaders  and  children,  as  well  as 
for  the  Vacation  Bible  Schools 
that  will  be  held  around  the 
world  fills  summer.  This  gives 
you  the  opportunity  to  have  a 
commissiorung  service  for  your 
VBS  leadership  and  to  snow 
appreciation  for  their  work. 

uch  week  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  LifeWay  employees  will  be 
praying 
ual  chui 
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community  event 

By  Linda  Reeves,  consultant 
Sunday  School  Department,  MBCB 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Grant  Arinder,  Ridgelartd 
Charles  Dunagin,  McComb 
Ken  Hester,  Pontotoc 
Allan  Nix,  Laurel 
David  Petty,  Hattiesburg 
Michael  Weeks,  Olive  BrarKh 
Heather  Cumberland,  secretary 


Children  from  Liberty 
•nd  fiien  be  a  prayer  part-  Church,  Flowood;  First  Church, 
loose  one  cla»  and  pray  Madison;  and  Colonial  Heights 
needs  of  fiiat  class  every  Church,  Jackson,  were  a»ed 
ti  Thursday  pray  for  the  questions  concerning  VBS  2000: 
decisions  that  will  be  How  did  VBS  help  to  make  me 

nm  a  d  e  .  a  better  person? 

Pray  for  •  Zach,  age  8:  made  me  a 
wisdom  Christian, 
for  lead-  •  Eric,  age  11:  leam(ed) 
ers  who  about  missions, 
be  counsel-  •  Melanie,  age  8:  taught  me 
boys  and  to  teach  others  to  come  to 
'  m  the  church. 

t  important  What  I  liked  most  about 
iion  m  fiieir  Vacation  Bible  School  last  year: 

•  Jordan,  age  11:  all  the  dif- 
w  did  we  ferent  activities, 
ist  year?  •  Alex,  age  8:  It  was  fun! 
Mississippi  reported  I  love  to  near  the  voices  of 
a  total  enrollment  of  children,  some  laughing,  some 
with  2340  decisions  to  loud,  some  soft  —  voices  that 
^  Christ.  There  were  need'  to  be  heard  this  summer 
Sunday  School  prospects  in  Vacation  Bible  School.  Help 
iied  and  $134,214.55  was  rhake  VBS  the  flagship  event 

for  evangelism  and  outreach  in 


Poctnusler:  Send  changes  of  addres* 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communharthm,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jadcson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  96S-3800 
fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-maH:  baptistrcconkinibcb.org 


VBS  programs. 

To  participate  in  this  prayer 
effort  send  the  date  of  your 
churdi's  VBS  to  Jerry  Vogel  at 
LifeWay  by  phcxie  at  (615)  251- 
5653,  w  e-m^  to 
jerTy.vogel6flifeway.com,  or  by 
regular  mail  to  LifeWay  Christian 
R^urces,  127  Ninfii  Ave., 
North,  Nashville,  TN  37234-0172. 

Can  the  children  you  know 
say  all  the  Ten  (Command¬ 
ments?  More  importantly,  can 
they  tell  you  wnat  the  com- 
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you  can-  Sunday 


Pray  for  the  harvest. 
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Panel  cites  countries  for  religious  concerns 


human  rights  improvements  remove  all  outside  militia  forces 
have  been  demonstrated.  Muslim  and  Quistian;  pursue  a 

•  India:  While  a  democratic  reconciliation  program;  and 
country,  India  has  experienced  ensure  perpetrators  of  violence 
an  increase  in  violence  against  are  brought  to  justice, 
religious  minorities.  •  Iran:  The  report  notes 

tmoffidal  and  evange¬ 
listic  minority  reli¬ 
gious  groups  suffer 
particularly  acute  offi¬ 
cial  discrimination, 

^the  most  vulnerable 

group  being  the 
Baha’i  community. 

‘  USCIRF  recom¬ 
mends  the  president 
or  secretary  of  state 
reaffirm  in  its  dia¬ 
logue  with  Iran  that 
human  rights  and  reli¬ 
gious  freedom 

improvements  are  a 
prerequisite  for  a  nor¬ 
malization  of  relations 
with  the  United 
States,  including  a 
complete  lifting  of 
current  sanctions. 

•  North  Korea: 
Though  it  is  difficult  to 
gain  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  country, 
the  report  states,  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  in 
North  Korea  is  "non¬ 
existent."  The  United 
States  should  stress 


freedom  is  at  risk, 
according  to  Internet 
news  service  News- 
roomonline.com. 

USCIRF  addresses 
its  recommendations 
to  Congress  and  the 
executive  branch  as 
required  by  the  1998 
International  Reli¬ 
gious  Freedom  Act. 
Among  its  2001  poli¬ 
cy  proposals,  the 
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Saying  he  plans  to  attend  the  June  4-6  Southern  Baptist  Conventior 
meeting  as  an  elected  messenger,  Daniel  Vestal  steadfastly  denies  trat  fqp' 
mation  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF)  constitutes  a  newcdn 
vention  even  though  more  than  5,000  attended  the  CBF  annual  meeting. 


Students  at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  organize  a  bloc  tiiey  hope 
will  wield  major  influence  on  the  ufxximing  proceedings  at  flie  Scwtham 
Baptist  Convention  in  Los  Angdes.  The  bloc  isn't  about  politics,  however,  as 
shidents  plan  48  hours  of  prayer  at  qjedfic  times  during  flie  convention. 


First  Church,  lyiertown,  holds  thejirst  services  in  its  newly  completed 
edifice  oh  May  13.- Built  and  equip{^  for  approximately  $120,000,  the 
beautiful  air-conditioned  saiKtuary  and  comm^ious.  education  building 
will  each  accommodate  70Q  persons.  -  , 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Oi^itiatns  in  Bie  odiNMir  of 
are  focir«  e  NiadM 


Webster  Baptists  thriving  on  food  ministry 

_ .  -  -  _ vwkcl/ionrv  often  encase  clients  in  spiritxiallV'related 


By  lun  Nicholas 

Staff  Writer 


Webster  County  Baptists  can  feed  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  405  for  $90.w  per  month. 

That's  the  December  2000  sta¬ 
tistic  tom  Webster  Association's 
food  ministry.  That  $90.80 
bought  2,348  poimds  of  food  for 
405  clients  in  202  families. 

According  to  James  Bryant, 
n[ussior\s  director  for  the  Eupora- 
based  association,  the  ministry 
can  provide  food  for  distribuhon 
to  needy  people  at  a  nominal 
cost  through  the  Mississippi 
Food  Network. 

The  association  buys  the 
food  out  of  its  budget  and  tom 
the  $125  per  month  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  is  providing  this  year 
through  its  Associational 
Missions  Response  Fund. 

The  fund  aids  special  projects 
for  associations  throughout  the 
state  of  Mississippi. 

niie  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  provides  the  bulk  of 

^  ^  .  *.i  T^__j  1-  cccrw 


clients  must  meet  covmty  residency  and  often  engage  clients  in  spiritually-related 
-  "‘^^Ko'^SSs.ryteno.aUowed.o  in  iha  past  ch^ 

ifam-  evangelizfcUents  directly,  each  new  cUent  let  go  of  a  of/ts  m  takmg  ^  of 

is  gilen  a  New  Teata^en,.  Voluntaera 

to  assume  the  responsibili¬ 
ty,"  said  Bryant.  "This 
gives  us  the  opportunity 
to  take  back  a  part  of  tiiat 
responsibility." 

Walker  Satterwhite, 
operation  manager  for 
the  Mississippi  Food 
Network,  said  that  350 
agencies  including  the 
Webster  County  min¬ 
istry  participate  in  the 
Food  Network.  Agencies 
range  from  homeless 
shefiers  to  pantries  and 
group  homes. 

"About  50  percent  of 
our  agencies  are  church¬ 
es,"  he  said. 

The  Webster  ministry 
operates  with  volunteers 
and  two  co-directors: 
Harvey  Kolb  and  Jimmy 

FEEDING  THE  HUNGRY  —  Volunteers  for  the  Webster  Association  Rorot. 

nantrv  nmiM-f  include  (from  left)  Sachivo  Donohoo,  Alice  Shaw,  ^e  c^  love  people 


the  food  to  the  Food  Network,  FEEDING  THE  HUNGRY  —  Volunteers  tor  the  Webster  Associaiior 
^vhich  also  receives  ^  n  — —  lA/altkall  rhiirch  \A/;4lth;)ll 


which  also  receives  donations  looa  pamry  uruieci  iin_iuuc  _ _  .  • 

grSivlStoand  others.  Jimmy  R.  Caffey,  and  Harvey  Kolb,  all  of  Walthall  Church,  VValthall;  ^d  let  our 

ThrfSSter  ministry  is  not  Bennfe  Lewis  of  Stewart  Church,  Stewart;  and  Tommie  S.  Alden  of 
aUow^  to  Lu  Siy7ood  and  Walthall  Church.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas)  of  love,  Koft,  said. 


Pray  for  VBS 

Throughout  all  of  our 
churches.  May  20  will  be  a  spe¬ 
cial  day  of  prayer  for  Vacabon 
Bible  School  (VBS). 

I  want  to  encourage  everyone 
to  take  just  a  moment  to  focus 
on  VBS  and  have  a  spedal  time 
of  prayer  —  maybe  in  your 
Sunday  School  (mening  assem¬ 
bly,  or  in  your  Sunday  School 
cla^ —  wnere  you  pray  just  for 
VBS.  Also,  during&e  worship 
service,  pray  for  vBS. 

Evenrone  can  pray  for  the 
work  God  will  do  m  the  lives  of 
thousands' of  boys  and  mis 
across  America  during  VBS.  Not 
everyone  can  work  in  VBS,  but 
everyone  can  pray!  Not  every¬ 
one  can  be  present  to  share  m 
the  celebrations,  sing  the  songs, 
learn  the  verses,  enjoy  the  sto¬ 
ries,  but  everyone  can  pray! 

VBS  is  more  than  j^t  a  chil¬ 
dren's  summer  activity  session  at 
die  diim^  It  is,  witnout  qi^ 
tion,  one  of  die  most  effective 
evangelistic  tools  that  Southern 
Baptets  have  ever  been  given. 
VK  made  a  difference  in  nw  life. 

I  learned  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  in  VBS.  I  will  never 
forget  when  I  was  in  aii  Old 
Testament  Class  in  seminary, 
the  teacher  came  in  one  day 
and  began  with  a  pop  test.  The 
test  consisted  of  one  question: 
name  ^e  Ten  Commandments, 
listing  them  in  order.  My  mind 
went  back  to  a  little  Sunday 
School  room  where  a  VBS 
teacher  encouraged,  or  maybe 
even  commanded,  that  we 
learn  the  Ten  Commandments 
and  she  led  us  to  do  so. 

In  this  seminary  class  of 
future  preachers,  oiily  a  small 
.  handful  could  list  -the  Ten 
jCommandmepts  in  order.  At 
mat  moment,  1  gave  thanks  in 


‘Virecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


my  heart  to  G<xi  for  a  VBS 
teacher  who  enabled  me  to 
make  100  on  a  pop  test.  I  not 
only  learned  the  Ten 
Commandments,  but  I  learned 
the  books  of  the  Bible  in  VBS  — 
sixty-six  books! 

I  can  remember  it  as  though 
it  happened  last  week  —  VBS 
begiiming  at  Highland  Chvirch, 
Jayson.  My  teacher,  Mrs. 
Chapman,  challenged  the 
entire  class  to  learn  (memorize) 
all  of  the  books  of  the  Bible.  1 
was  in  elementary  school  and, 
along  witii  a  number  of  other 
boys  in  the  class,  was  fairly 
confident  that  we  could  not 
learn  all  those  books  in  one 
week  but,  you  know,  we  did! 
JcwfuUy  and  with  a  great  sense 
of  accomplishment,  we  learned 
them,  ana  die  road  map  to  find¬ 
ing  Scripture  was  forever  plant¬ 
ed  in  my  heart. 


I  am  grateful  for  VBS,  and  of 
all  the  tidngs  that  I  remember 
best  is  the  year  I  heard  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  as  1  had  never  heard  it 
before!  Back  then,  we  would 
oftentimes  have  a  week  of  VBS 


how  Jesus  came  and  died  for  our 
sins  and  that  if  we  would  but 
turn  tom  our  sins  and  trust  him, 
we  could  be  saved.  I  know  that  I 
had  heard  it  many  times  before, 
but  1  remember,  to  this  day,  truly 
listening  that  day! 

1  did  not  accept  Jesus  as  my 
Savior  that  Friday  during  VBS, 
but  the  seed  was  planted  that 
continued  to  grow  over 
Saturday  and  StmoTay,  and  Act 
on  Sunday  night,  at  Ae  begin¬ 
ning  of  Ae  revival,  it  was  just 
as  Aough  Jesus  was  talking 
directly  and  plainly  to  me! 


When  we  began  to  smg  Ae 
mvitation,  Ae  work  of  Ae  Holy 
^irit,  m  applying  God's  Word 
to  my  heart,  puliCT  me  to  Ae 
cross.  That  ni^t,  two  days  after 
VBS  and  day  one  of  Ae  revival, 
I  mvited  Jesus  mto  my  heart.  I 
experienced  Act  what  1  know 
now  to  be  a  glorious  and 
mcredible  fact:  VBS  is  a  spiritu¬ 
al  experience  and  a  wonderful 
instrument  m  Ae  hands  of  God 
to  reach  boys  and  girls  for  Jesus! 

Is  it  worA  havmg  VBS  each 
summer  —  what  wiA  all  Ae 
work,  preparation,  recruitment, 
planning,  praymg,  and  Aen 
implementing?  AoMlutely! 

Let  all  of  us  jom  togeAer  m 
Ae  great  network  or  prayer 
and  ask  that  Ae  Lord 
Almighty  bless  Ae  VBS  efforts 
across  tms  land. 


Arkansas  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

No  CDL  Required 

Van  Replacement  15  Passenger 
Call  Toll  Free  feeor  822-5307  .  ’ 
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You  are  invited  to  ^ 
attend  a 

FREE  BREAKFAST 
SEMINAR  -  TOUR  & 
MISSION  LEADERS 
while  in  New  Orleans  for 
Ae  SouAem  Baptist 
Convention 
Monday,  June  11 
7:30  -  9:00  a.m. 

Hyatt  Regency 
Poy  Aas  Plaza  & 
Loyola  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA 
RSVP  (601)  981-1345  or 
E-mail  jud9950@aol.com 
Hosted  by 

BRYANTOURSy^ 

• - ^May  17, 2001 
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BREAD  OF  LIFE  — 
Southern  Baptist  hunger  funds 
played  an  important  role  in 
sharing  Cod's  love  with  ethnic 
Albanian  refugees  who  fled 
their  homes  in  Kosovo  in 
1999.  The  Southern  Baptist 
World  Hunger  Fund  is  the 
only  hunger  ministry  known  to 
use  100%  of  every  dollar 
donated  to  minister  to  hungry 
people.  (Photo  by  Grace 
Robinette) 


Church  sacrifices  amenities  for  outreach  effort 


CARLSBAD,  N.M.  (BP)  — 
"They  do  with^t  stuff"  at  First 
Chunlt,  Caiisbad,  N.M.,  "so  tfiey 
can  be  involved  in  missicms." 

Joseph  Tillery,  director  of 
nrussions  for  the  Pecos  Valley 
Association,  said  the  Carlsbad 

church,  with  about  500  ^ - — 

people  worshiping  in  rn 
two  services  eachl'/^*^' 
Sunday,  chooses  to  bel 
understaffed  in  order! 
give  more  to  missions.  1 

The  congregation  has  1 
chosen  to  not  add  to! 
their  three-building! 
downtown  location  in  40 ! 
years  and,  Tillery  noted, ! 
members  assist  otfiers  in ! 
their  ministries  or  step  in ! 
and  take  over  when ! 
needs  surface  rather  than  I 
engaging  in  church-based  I 
ministries  that  duplicate! 
others'  good  work.  ! 

"We  make  sacrifices  here ! 
for  a  reason,"  Bob  Bacon,! 
pastor  of  the  Carlsbad ! 
chtirch  since  1986,  said.  "ll 
believe  we  can't  reach  ttie! 
world  by  ourselves.  We've! 
got  to  work  togefiier.  ! 

"The  Cooperative ! 
Program  (CP)  helps  us  to  be ! 
the  kind  of  Christians ! 
Christ  challenged  us  to  be. ! 
We're  a  benefit  to  other  peo- ! 
pie  as  we  meet  their  needs,  ^ 
and  we  benefit  ourselves  as  we 
grow  as  Christians  and 
become  moGe-Cluastlike."  , 


involved  in  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  poor,  along  with  at-risk 
youth,  orphans,  prisoners, 
recovering  addicts,  and  nursing 
home  residents,  cunong  others. 


They  are 

involved  in  hands-on  missions 
beyond  their  generous  giving 
to  CP  missions. 


members  also  give  17.5%  of 
their  undesignated  receipts 
through  the  CP  missions  chan¬ 
nel  of  support  for  Southern 
Baptist  glc^al  missions  causes 

gie-half  per- 
tuke  from  a 
ago).  The 
^regation 
>  a  total  of  at 
25%  of 
r  $7(X),000 
get  to  local 
all  other 
sions  caus- 
including 
missions. 

As  an  exam- 
I  of  First 
lurch's  min- 
ry,  Tillery 
:ounted  that 
e  Baptist 
isociation 
arted  an 
mergency 
3od  and 
lothing 
ninistry  in  a 
lisbanded 
diurch  in 
Carlsbad  a 
dozen  years 

into  an  out- 
reacn  t_enter. 

First  Church  members 
"stepped  to  the  plate"  when 
support  languished  associa- 
tiouTwide  for  the  <  ministry. 


^Mepibers  of  the  chunjijare...^  giving  of  themselves,  ^  Tilley .noted^ Church  members 


May  17, 2001- 


and  others  pick  up,  sort,  cmd 
bag  enough  rood  to  provide  500 
meals  a  week. 

"The  outreach  center  meets 
needs  and  reaches  pecmle  our 
church  otherwise  wouldn't  be 
reaching,"  Bacon  said.  "We've 
found  some  of  the  people  come 
through  the  Bible 
study  there  and 
eventually  into  our 
church." 

When  the  state 
of  New  Mexico 
dropped  its  week 
long  summer  camp 
for  at-risk  boys  six 
years  ago,  and  then 
another  for  at-risk 
girls.  First  Church 
took  up  die  slack. 

"Law  enforce¬ 
ment  and  Boys 
Qub  officials  maM 
the  recommenda 
tions  of  kids  in 
troubled  families 
and  in  trouble  wiffi 
the  law,"  Baccm 
said.  "Some  of 
these  kids  turn 
their  lives  around 
at  Opportunity!] 

Camp,  and  some 
are  saved." 

The  church 
merely  exists  to  be 
Christ  in  the  com-  THE  LORD'S  WORK  —  Ditk  Roberson 
munity,  responsive  (right),  like  many  members  of  First  Church, 
as  he  was  to  needs  Carlsbad,  N.M.,  is  involved  in  several  min- 
as  they  arise,  the  isfries,  including  prison  outreach  through- Bill 
pastor  Mid.  _  Class  Ministries.  (BP  photo) 
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'High-tech  gleaning'  to  help  world  hunger 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  need.  He  calls  his  people  to 
Southern  Baptists  can  get  closer  reach  out  to  them  and  when 
to  God  by  ministering  to  people  they  do,  even  in  the  most  mod- 
in  need  in  even  the  smallest  est  way,  he  blesses  the  effort," 
ways,  a  Southern  Baptist  said  Steve  Nelson,  director  of 
hunger  expert  says.  hunger  concerns  for  the 

"God  cares  about  people  in  Soutnem  Baptist  Ethics  and 

Religious  Liberty 

Commission  (ERLC). 

With  more  than  800  mil¬ 
lion  chronically  hungry 
people  in  the  world,  a 
Christian  may  wonder 
what  one  person  can  do. 
Nelson  noted,  but  the  Old 
Testament  practice  of  glean¬ 
ing  shows  now  God  can  use 
one  person's  leftovers  to 
provide  for  others  in  need. 

"The  practice  of  glean¬ 
ing  was  God's  way  of 
telling  his  people  to  leave 
some  portion  of  their 
abundance  on  a  regular 
basis  for  people  in  need," 
Nelson  told  a  chapel  audi¬ 
ence  at  the  International 
Mission  Board  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

"In  the  same  way,  your 
little  bit  of  spare  change 
can  make  a  difference  too." 

He  recalled  a  project  in 
Uganda  Vhere  ^uthem 
HUNGRY  SOULS  —  Many  people  Baptist  missionaries  were 
live  in  countries  where  access  to  the  able  to  feed  thousands  of 
Gospel  is  restricted.  Hunger  relief  pro-  refugees  at  a  cost  of  12 
jects,  like  this  one  in  Madagascar,  ere-  centeper  meal, 
ate  opportunities  to  share  God's  love  "That's  not  a  lot  of 
with  nungry  souls.  (Photo  by  by  Roy  money,  but  it  is  a  lot  of  peo- 
M.  Burroughs)  _ i-  pie,"  ne  said. 


M.  Burroughs) 


pie,"  he  smd. 


In  fact,  if  one  million 
Southern  Baptists  gave  just  $20 
a  month  through  the  ERLC's 
direct-debit  giving  program, 
gifts  to  the  World  Hvmger  Fund 
would  be  multiplied  25  times. 
Nelson  said. 

"That's  not  talking  about  a 
big  offering.  It's  just  doing 
something  small  on  a  regular 
basis  and  letting  God  multiply 
the  loaves  and  fishes. 

"Debit  gifts  are  a  great  way 
to  support  the  World  Hunger 
Fund  and  hundreds  of 
Southern  fiaptists  do  so  each 
month,"  Nelson  added. 

"It  is  easy  and  cjuick.  We  call 
it  'high-tech  gleanmg'." 

Southern  Baptists  gave  $9.6 
million  to  wond  hunger  and 
relief  in  2000,  Nelfeon  said. 

The  Southern  Baptist  World 
Hunger  Fund  is  the  only 
hunger  ministry  known  to  offi¬ 
cials  that  uses  100%  of  every 
dollar  donated  to  minister  to 
hungry  people. 

In  both  the  United  States 
and  overseas.  Southern 
Baptist  workers  are  able  to 
minister  to  hungry  people  and 
share  the  good  news  of  salva¬ 
tion  in  Jesus  Christ  because  of 
the  World  Hunger  Fund, 
Nelson  said. 

In  southern  Asia,  600  church¬ 
es  have  grown  out  of  an  agricul¬ 
tural  development  pre^am  in 
just  seven  years,  he  said. 

In  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  a  new 


church  that  used  hvmger  funds 
for  after-school  snack  and  hol¬ 
iday  food  basket  programs  has 
grown  to  300  in  attendance 
and  baptized  220  people  in 
three  years. 

"If  our  people  will  just  jgive 
their  small  change  ana  make  it 
available  to  the  poor  through 
five  World  Hvmger  Fvmd,  God 
will  use  it  in  their  lives,"  he  said. 

"Do  you  want  to  get  close  to 
God?  EJo  you  want  to  experi¬ 
ence  revival?  Then,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus,  minister  to  'the  least  of 
these.'  God  will  honor  it." 

Editor's  note:  For  information  on 
the  World  Hunger  Fund  and  direct- 
debit  giving,  send  an  e-mail  to 
Tvorldhung^@erlc.com. 
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Smith  and  Duncan 


Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  mission  team  bring 

ing  me 

Twenty-two  members  of  Johimy  Johns,  for- 
the  Mississippi  Singing  mer  member,  will 
(  Churchmen  will  he  participat-  lead  the  music.  A 

ing  in  mission  work  in  the  covered  dish  lun- 
Odessa  Oblast  region  of  cheon  will  be 
Ukraine,  May  24-Jime  5.  Jim  served  in  the  new 
Futral,  executive  secretary-  building  following 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  the  morning  wor- 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  will  ship  service  and  the 
be  a  part  of  this  team.  The  dedication  service 
team  will  share  and  work  in  will  begin  at  2  p.m. 
churches,  music  schools,  con-  Harold  McLendon 
cert  halls,  and  local  ev<mgelis-  is  pastor, 
tic  efforts.  They  will  also  nave 

the  opportunity  to  be  a  part  of  Como  Church, 
graduation  exercises  at  the  Como,  will  cele- 
seminary  in  Odessa.  brate  its  115th 

anniversary,  June-3- 
Banner  Church,  Calhoun  5.  Simday,  11  a.m.. 
Association,  recognized  Bill  noon  meal,  and  5 
^  McGuire  (ri^t)  for  75  years  of  P-m-;  Monday  and 

tie:  June  18-  faithful  service  to  the  church.  Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Paul 
,  Rex  Ard,  pastor,  presented  him  Smith  of  Eufaula, 
a  certificate  of  appreciation.  Okla.,  will  be  the 


Caus^ville,  Meridian:  May  worship,  l0:45  a.m.;  dinner 
20;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  the  grounds  at  noon;  concer 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  The  Red  Family,  1:30  p 
covered  dish  lunch;  and  Buddy  "  *  *•  " 

McElrcw  and  Singing  Saints, 
guest  for  afternoon  song  ser¬ 
vice;  Bill  Webb,  guest  speaker; 

Ernest  Allen,  pastor. 

Thom  Hill,  Pelahatchie: 

May  27;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship  service,  11  a.m.; 
dinner  on  the  grounds  at  noon; 

Travelers  Quartet  singing  at 
1:30  p.m. 

Roundaway,  Doddsville: 

May  27;  Memorial  Day  ser¬ 
vices;  Simday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 


Congratulations 

to 

Dr.  Chris  Aldridge 
and 

Derma  Baptist  Church 

Derma,  Mississippi 
On  the  Construction  of  their  New 
$675,000  Sanctuary 

Construction  Loan 

and 

20  Year  Fixed  Rate  Permanent  Loan 
provided  by 


Ard  and  McGuire 


Mark  McNeece 

Regional  Vice  President 

(800)  748-8877 

mmcneece@rivesteavell.coni 
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Church  Buses 

-V 

#1  Manufacturer 

V,  .,5^ 

« 

Competitive  Pricing 

toUTHEASTERN  BuS  CO. 

Clinton,  MS 

All  Sizes 

1-800-423-9826 

'  Sales  and  Rentals 

1-601-924-1982 

_ ■  ■  . .  - _  » 

Baptist  Friendship  House  Soup  Label  Project 
New  Orleans  ^  ^  Kay  Bennett,  ‘Director 


Call  the  Miss..  WMU  to  find  out  how  you  can  participate.  ^ 

In  the  Jackson  area,  96^-3^00  or  statewidCi  1^800^748-4651.  ■ 


‘ATuteSM’ 


The  BFH  ministers  to  homeless  women  and  children  through 
meeting  their  basic  needs  and  sharing  the  gospel.  Recently 
they  started  a  Christian  Women’s  Job  Corps  and  Transitional 
Housing  Program.  You  can  help  provide  computers  for  this 
new  ministry  by  SAVING  CAMPBELL’S  SOUP  LABELS. 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


McintiL  i  I 
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Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  July  2-6, 2001 


•  Preschool/  Children's  TeamKIDS 

•  Mini-Centrifuge  with 

Mickey  and  Alice  Little,  Mobile 

•  Couples  -  Ronnie  and  Beverly 

Cottingham,  Lucedale 

•  Single  Parenting 

James  Hayes,  FBC,  Biloxi 

•  Transformational  Hearts 

Eugene  Dobbs,  Philadelphia,  Miss. 


•  BBQcookout 

•  Whole  "free"  day 

•  Crafts,  clowning  workshops 

•  Ice  cream  and  watermelon  fellowship 

•  Night  swimming 


•  His  Praise  Ensemble,  Vicksburg 

•  Hilton  Family  Singers 

•  Joseph  Harris,  magician 


Hilton  Family  Singers 


For  every  three 
paying  families, 
spouse  of  church  or 
association  leader 
gets  in  free. 


For  more  information 
contact  the 
Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry 
Department 
1-800-748-1651  or 
601-968-3800 


Registration  For  Family  Week 

Name  of  Adults  _ 

Address _ 

Phone _ 

Children's  names /birthdays _ 


Chimh  _ 

Association  _ 

Mail  to:  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian, 
MS  39571  (Visa  and  MasterCard  are  accepted.)  For  more  info  call 
228-452-7261.  Make  checks  payable  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 
(Note:  no  skateboards  or  roller-blades) 

Deposit  $40  per  person  or  $80  per  family 
COST  PER  PERSON  -  ROOM/MEALS/RESERVATIONS 


Adults  (12  years  and  up) . $165.40  each 

Child  ( 2-11  years  old) . $82.45  each 

Under  2  years  old . $4.00  each 

"eunit 

Adults  (12  years  and  up) . $150.20  each 

Child  ( 2-11  years  old) . .....$80.50  each 

Under  2  years  old . $46.25  each 


A  WMU  regional  training  event,  featuring: 
Wanda  Lee,  executive  director,  WMU,  SBC 
Esther  Burroughs,  noted  author  &  speaker 
Gwen  Williams,  worship  leader 
Missionaries 
Nine  Conference  Sessions 


iffliSwest  (Conference  ^egisfroffon 


Name;  _ 

Address;  _ 

City: _ 

Phone:  (home) 

Church:  _ 

Association: 


State: 


•  Package  includes  transportation,  4  nights  lodging,  program  fee 
and  conference  meals.  (Travel  meals  are  on  your  own.) 

•  Total  cost  due  at  registration.  Deadline  to  register,  July  10. 

•  Substitutions  may  be  made  at  any  time.  No  rounds  after  July  24. 

•  Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB  (designate  for  Windermere 
Women’s  Conference)  and  mail  with  registration  form  to 
Mississippi  WMU,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

•  Contact  Miss.  WMU  office  for  more  information,  in  Jackson, 
292-3316,  or  1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail:  tanderson@mbcb.org. 

Travel  Schedule:  Depart  from  Garaywa,  Aug.  IS;  Conference,  Aug. 
16-17;  Depart  fixnn  Wmdermere,  spend  night  in  route  to  Mississippi, 
Aug.  18;  Arrive  at  Garaywa,  Aug.  19. 


Baptist  Hymnals 

NEEDED  FOR  AFRICAN  SEMINARY 


The  only  seminary  in  Africa  offering  a  graduate  degree 
in  church  music  is  in  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria.  Currently  most 
African  chiuch  choirs  sing  only  the  melody  of  hymns  from 
memory,  for  they  have  only  the  words  without  music. 

Jimmy  McCaleb,  Church  Music  Department  consultant, 
after  teaching  a  coiurse  at  this  seminary,  has  a  burden  to  pro¬ 
vide  our  fellow  Baptis^musicians  in  Africa  with  copies  of  th^ 
1991  Baptist  H)mmal.  Their  choirs  could  then  proclaim  the  ' 
theology  of  oiu*  Baptist  faith  in  beautiful  four-part  harmcmy! 

You  can  help  with  a  financial  gift.  One  hymnal  is  $5.  A 
box  of  20  is  $100.  If  you  Or  your  church  group  would  like  to 
participate  in  this  ministry,  please  call  Jimmy  McCaleb 
at  601-292-3273, 1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail  him  at 

Checks  may  be  made  out  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  mailed  to: 

Jimmy  McCaleb 
MBCB 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


The  spring  2001 


edition  of  Vessels, 


Mississippi  Baptists' 


video  magazine  of 


missions  and 


ministry,  features  a 


look  at  the  growing 


Hi^anic  ministry  in 


Mississippi,  excerpts 


July  16-20 

Mississippi  College  &  FBC,  Clinton 

Swptt  SUHiwwr  i>vstss%yltsJbrlhe5luda^u>holsaiTOtaurectf>d 

header  and  te  grouatng  tnhtsor  her  r^attonshtp  to 


■l>^i  lialwIrigLStMdaftts  CTO  led  this 

iMr  iMents  to  pmrirate  their  outlure^  Christ  in  a  cfvcdlue  emd 
IhPOvptaoatSMperSlaraMer,  students  oiecnoourqgeil  to  use 


on  on 


■t^Shfier  Stammer 2001. 1l«ls  year's  camp  Is  %ktly  16- 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
1-800-748-1651  or  601 -968-3800 


on  grace,  a  visit  to  Boston  where  more  dum  200  students  spent  their  spring  break 
in  ministry,  and  Crosswalk.  Crosswalk  was  a  year-long  project  for  Mississippi 
Acteens  who  carried  a  sbe-foot  cross  while  they  performed  ministries  across  d\e 
state.  T(^  picture:  Acteens  hand  off  the  cross  from  Gulf  Coast  Association  to  Pearl 
River  AjKK^tion.  At  left,  riding  Red,  is  Tiffany  Smith,  17,  of  Bethel  Church,  Pearl 
River  County.  At  right,  riding  Apache,  is  Brittany  Breland,  15,  of  First  Church, 
Wiggins.  Bottom  picture:  Acteens  prepare  Easter  baskets  for  jadison-area  kids 
during  their  March  conventionifrClinten;-  .  -  _ 

Qdl  the  Broadcast  Services  Departmier^lllDmissi^  Bap&st  (Tcmvcnlkin  <it ' 
1-800-748-1651,  to  arrange  for  a  shovring.  (Tim  Nkhotas  photos) 


MississitJiJi  Coliseum,  n 
Friday .  July  27,  6:30-0:00  i).m 


Kii  k  Oii'-li' 

sp,  .If,  I  I 


'iKhOi’l  John 
cU'incnt 

I  \h:p  I  ('i)i/,  ■ 
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TFIIS  HOPE 


Pre-Registration  Form 
Pre-registratioii  deadline  is  At^ust  1, 2001. 
Siycf  Satmday 
Sunday  Sdiool  Department 

Mark  wdnch  location  you  will  attend: 

□  Gienada  □  Meridum  □  Haiti 


Ever  had  this  thought? 

"If  I  couiajust  do  a  few  things  to 
make  my  Sunday  School  better..." 
Then  Super  SatunUo'  is  for  you! 


We  can  all  bene¬ 
fit  from  a  few  really 
good  ideas. 

Sunday  School's 
Ten  Best  Practices 
will  help  any 
Sunday  School 
worker,  in  any  size 
church,  to  get  a 
grasp  of  what 
Sunday  School 
could,  and  should. 


Choose  from  one  of 

THREE  CONVENIENT  LOCATIONS: 
Satmday,  August  25,  9  ajn.*iiOQii 

*  First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

*  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 
Saturday,  Septeniber  8, 9  aLUL-iioon 

*  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist  Church, 
Meridian 


Complete  this  section  for  both  individual  registration  and 
church  registration. 


The  Mississippi 
Baptist  Sunday 
School  Department, 
in  cooperation  with 
LifeWay  Christian 
Resources,  is  pleased 
to  offer  three  region¬ 
al  Super  Saturday 
events  to  train  all 
Sunday  School  lead¬ 
ership,  Sunday 
School  directors,  as 
well  as  all  pastors 
and  staff  members  to 
make  the  best  of 
their  Sunday  School. 


Growing  Churches 
Throi^h  Discipleship 

Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly 
July  26-28 

Featuring  seminars  on 
total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis  on 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 


Cyj  ■  u vv  ■  I  ig 

hurches 

Conference 

'^Equipping 
Church  Leaders 
for  the  21st 


For  more  information; 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry'  Department 


MBGB 


3  -WO-74H-]f>31  or  (in  JaCk.son) 


Leadership  Conferences  Offered  For: 

^  11  !  I'l  ^  i  ;;  = 

Older  're-  h  -.  I 

-11  :■  n  :  ■ 

\liddl  (  hi  Idler 

)1‘  c  i-ii  :  1 

-.un.  ’r  '  1  h 

)l  -  ^  1  ! 

Adult 

M  ■  \  ^  I 

=  11  i  I  Adult 

( 1  *  )f f  i;  ‘-t ■ 

I  w-t  r  Slcitf 

Xiy  May  1 8  -  June  1 ,  2001 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


.  Fon  (1)  Intematioiial  Family  I  For  (1)  New  Churdi  Start  | 
'  Disc^iing  Weekend,  Central  ;  Update,  Golden  Triangle  Asm. 

Gob  beUaht$  in  the  trust  that  vv'e  shovJ  When  We  l>rau.  (2)Asm^NialLeadeilip  |  (Strate^ Massons); (2)nay  f 

^  ^  #  V/  Training,  Camp  Caraywa,18lh-  v  b)day  fw  Prime  Minister  Lester  ; 

19tli(WMU)  <  Bryant  Bird  of  Antigua  (eastern 

CstfibbeaoSea).  ^ 


Ja^ant  3.  'Tra/ker.  Qujarat,  Irthia  {"The  'Xlpper 


26Fon(1)Sii^Adidt 
Conference,  2M  -  28t)v  CuMdiore 
Asaenddy  (DAFM);  (2)  F^  that 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will  provide 
UborentofDlowHgtthowindmd- 
iiab  who  indkaledan  iiitaert  in 
hearing  more  abpHlQMPiNove 


For  (1)  Gdkge  Miaions 
Weekender,  Baptist  Friendship 
Horae,  New  Orleans,  25th-28th 
(WMU)  (2)  Sandy  is  a  young  seeker 
in  Taiwan  meeting  we^  v^ 
miaioniry  HMa  What  Sandy 
desires  ChmypiMHMiif  but  she  b 
spinhmly  «te|Mi|»y  that  die 
wl  simpiy  trust  Christ  completely. 

' •  i"«mamsmaim»i"'"'‘i«"‘'i«>»>'«"is~'iii(*>n> "  r' 

For  (1)  II  Yoidh  Cosderence,  1st- 
5th;  CuMdiore  Assent^  (MBCB); 
(2)  Pray  for  the  oolegiate  sum¬ 
mer  misasonaries  in  these  last 
weeks  before  leaving  for  state¬ 
side  or  oveneaotht9unents. 
Abo  pray  for  thoie  misisonaries 
who  vriB  work  wMi  them. 


For  (1)  Mbsiaigd  Churchmen 
Ukrm  Masson  Tr^p^  May  24^ 

5  (CM);  (2)  Prase  God  for  cdfag 
several  new  peopb  to  minisler  in  a 
Last  Frontier  ooiintry!  hay  for  their 
inlenie  adjmMetf  peeW.  Pray  for 
eas  to  hear  and^Mthat  wl  be 
able  to  repridiKg  tW  stomds  of 
dieirnewlai(pngr 

Pray  for  a  stateside  medkal  vol¬ 
unteer  team  planning  to  work 
with  missionaries  Terry  and 
Delena  Jones  in  Maswa, 
Tanzania,  in  June.  The  Tanzanian 
govermnendfia^stikd  recpdre- 
menCs  for  hemfgijiertpiviel,  so  d 
wBIbeacfhlialetoineHalof 
them  before  die  team  arrives. 


For  (1)  New  Church  Start 
Update,  Lamar  Assn.  Center, 
hir^  7-9  pan.  (SM);  (2)  For 
missionaries  Vic  and  Sharon 
Johnston  as  they  help  aleviate 
the  poverty  andlHIadtoondi- 
tkms  of  th^  dtyiafBrazil  where 
K  b  (fifRcult  to  amat  die  legal 
rcqubcfneids  tor  doing  Ihb. 


There  are  thousands  of  baan  taxi 
drtvers  in  Ban^iok.  The  Far  East 
Broadcaitirtg  Congiany  has  pre¬ 
pared  special  Gpa^  tapes  in  the 
baan  dbdect  to  dbjdbute  to  these 
taxi  driverL  Ask  fit  God's  Uessing 
on  thb  free  dbtrihutian  to  die  baan 
cab  drivers  and  dot  they  would 
play  diem  tor  then  passengers. 


17-99  MR.  JOSHUA  HARBIN 

Rua  Carios  Von  Koseritz,  121 1,  Apt.  502,  Higienpolis. 

90540-031  Potto  Alegre,  Rs.  BRAZIL 

Parents:  Cbristopher  &  Karen 

SERVE  IN  EASTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA 


1-98  MR.  BRADLEY  CURTIS 

B.P.  130,  Tenkodogo,  BURKINA  FASO 
Parents:  Clifton  &  Cathy,  Agriculture 
SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA 


2-83  MISS  ALAINA  BAKER 
Apaitado  61-74 

Guadalajara  Jalisco  44360,  MEXICO 
Parents:  Kenneth  &  Lynn,  Dentistry 
SERVE  IN  WESTERN  EUROPE 


20-87  MR.  ANDREW  BAILEY 
506  S  West  Street,  Ripley,  MS  38663 
Parents:  Alvin  &  Elizab^,  Music  Ministry 
SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA 


20-93  MR.  CHRISTOPHER  CURTIS 
B.P.  130,  Tenkodogo,  BURKINA  FASO 
Parents:  Clifton  &  Cathy,  Agriculture 
SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA 


3-85  MISS  HEATHER  BROWN 
P  O  Box  30018,  Chichiri,  Blantyre  3.  MALAWI 
Parents:  John  &  Claudia,  General  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  SOUTHERN  AFRICA 


26-78  MR.  VINCENT  JOHNSTON 

do  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Blackwell,  192  Mesa-Walkers  Bridge  Rd. 

Tyleitown,  MS  39067 

Parents:  Vincent  &  Sharon,  Confcrence/Encampment 
SERVE  IN  EASTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA 


4-83  MISS  TABITHA  FOX 
M  Vujnovica  1,  10410  Velika  Gorica,  CROATIA 
Parents:  Thomas  &  Tammy,  General  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  CENTRAL  &  EASTERN  EUROPE 


11-87  MISS  ANDREA  HENDRICKS 

Apartado  Postal  969-B,  Colonia  Zaragoza  C  P  91910 

Vera  Cruz  Ver,  MEXICO 

Parents:  Larry  &  Mary,  General  Evangelism 

SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA 


28-97  MR.  JACOB  BUSH 

B.P.  15,  Kenieba,  MAU 

Parents:  Karl  &  Lena,  Community  Outreach 

SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA 


30-80  MR.  NATHAN  COLLINS 
9707  SW  57th  Street,  Cooper  City,  FL  33328-5729 
Parents:  Clharles  &  Suzaime,  Business  Management 
SERVE  IN  THE  CARIBBEAN  BASIN 


11-83  MR.  BENJAMIN  L.  JONES 
4,  Bis  Grande  Rue,  54420  Saulxures-les-Nancy,  FRANCE 
Parents:  Michael  &  Pamela,  Church  Planting 
SERVE  IN  WESTERN  EUROPE 


13-85  MISS  RACHEL  L.  GRAVES 
Casilla  1417,  Concepcion,  CHILE 
Parents:  Edgar  &  Marilyn,  General  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  WESTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA 


30-82  MISS  ASHLEY  PEVEY 

William  Carey  College,  P.O.  Box  922, 498  Tuscan  Ave. 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39401-5499 

Parents:  Frank  &  Jerry  Anne,  Richmond  Associate 

SERVE  IN  EASTERN  AFRICA 


13-89  MR.  JOSHUA  BROWN 
P  O  Box  30018,  Chichiri,  Blantyre  3,  MALAWI 
Parents:  John  &  Claudia,  General  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  SOUTHERN  AFRICA 


For:  (1)  Associational  Emphasb 
Week,  20tli-27th  (MSN)(T);  (2) 

Pray  tor  Stewart  Pickle,  church 
planter  strategbt  in  Manasras, 

Va.,  New  Gmununity  BC  in 
Stattord  and  dieir  paitar  David 
Lewb.  Pray  tor  two  Hbpanic 
church  startsand  a  Chinese  sur¬ 
vey  team. 

For  (1)  New  Church  Start 

Update,  Scott  Assn.  Center, 

Forest  (SM);  (2)  III  Senior  Adult 
Cordnence,  21st-25th, 

GuMshore  Assembly  (D&FM). 

In  a  couple  of  the  new  churdies- 
in-formation  in  the  Saenz  Pena 
area  of  Northern  Argentina, 

spirit  are  nddbiting  the  progress 
rd  the  chutdies,  i^tlm  tfie 

Lord  would  sgiben  tM*  hearts, 
give  them  «  fMghdhgipirit,  and 
give  them  eyes  to  see  their  part 

Pray  tor  the  training  of  national 
workers  in  Indonesia.  Many  new  j 
opportunities  are  developmg  in 
cross-cultural  communication 
and  evangelbm.  Pray  tor  the 
safety  of  the  partid|«sits  and  | 

lead^  from  tooseuiio  would  | 

HcetodbonicrtheseiMograms  I 
and  put  a  stop  to  their  w^  1 

Due  to  the  bolation  of  the 
believers  in  Tiguanero,  Ecuador, 
a  town  that  can  be  reached  only 
by  a  long  canoe  trip  and  a  hike 
over  rough  country,  the  trama^ 
of  leaders  b  sery  difllcult  Pray 
tor  K.,  the  new  bchevtr  who 
leads  the  ponp  of  Christians  in 
Tiguanero. 

For  (1 )  Memorial  Day,  (2)  1  Youth 
Cordetence,  May  28- June  1 , 
Gulhhorc  Assembly  (MBCB);  (3) 

Ricky  Mitord  in  Taladega,  Ah.,  b  a 
church  planter  mbatonary  far  the 
deaf  in  the  Oysbl  Rherfaptbt 
Association  arid  Jtaafiir  of  Faith 

Baptbt  DeafClsiKh.ftay  far  more 
;  de^  men  to  be  trained  as  pastors. 

A  worker  in  a  last  Frontier  court-  i 
;  try  writes:  "A  local  pastor  teHs  us  ' 
that  some  of  the  new  believers 
'  were  pressured  by  nonbeBevers 
into  identifying  it  was  who 

1  brou^thamtoQhtli.Sothe 
-  team  membenit^heen  identi¬ 
fied.  Pray  tor  safely  and  protec¬ 
tion  far  al  invalved. 

1  Baptist  representatives,  Tim  and  | 

'  Qbe  Basel,  ask  you  to  pray  that  t 
:  God  wil  provide  a  chu^  i 

pbnter  tor  the  116,000  Tatar  \ 

,  people  of  Ulyanovsk,  Russia.  ‘ 

There  arc  «ty  two  tbown  1 

Christian  TalMs  to  Ulyanovsk.  i 

;  Pray  far  thus  pepple 

( 

As  in  all  of  China,  students  in  the 
dty  of  Lin-yi  receive  Marxist 
indoctrination  and  have  been 
told  all  their  lives  that  there  b  no 
God.  Pray  that  God  w3l  open  up 
the  minds  of  the  people  a^  that 
they  will  have  the  courage  to 
trust  Jesus.  Ask  God  to  rabe  up 
Christian  leaders  among  them. 

For  (1 )  GA  Summer  Camp,  4th- 
8th,  Camp  Garaywa  (WMU);  (2) 
Pray  for  many  people  of  Taiwan 
who  believe  th^  well-being  b 
dependent  on  the  approval  of 
Matsu  and  other  gods.  Pray  that 
the  message  of  tlw  true  God  will 
begin  and  take  hold  throughout 
Taivran. 

:  For  (1)111  Youth  Conference, 
Sth-^  GuMdiore  Assembly 
(MBCB)  (2)  Please  pray  today  far 
Prime  Minister  Sheikh  Hasina 
WajedofBai^Udesh. 

Fond)  Baptist  Buidmg  AT 

HOME  DAYS,  bthbth;  (2)  For 
relief  work  tor  the  victims  of  the 
January  earthqpake  in  IndU.  Pray 
for  constrwcttoa  teams  of  volun¬ 
teers  to  help  sebuld  their  physi¬ 
cal  shelters  whie  demonstaating 
the  spiritual  shelter  that  Christ 
provides  far  aO  eternity. 

f  1 

I 


mother.  Ruby  R.  Moss  of  Pleasant  Hill  on  May  6. 
Amory;  brother,  Ira  Moss  Jr.  of  Services  will  be  at  11  a.m.  and 
Hattiesburg;  sister,  Kay  M.  6  p.m.  Ivy  is 

Bums  of  Ozark,  Ala.;  and  two  available  for  I  ^  k 

grandchildren.  revivals,  I 

youth  I 

Oakvale  Church,  revivals,  I 

Lawrence  County,  licensed  music  con-  I 

Waygon  Sanders  to  the  min-  certs,  and  I 

istry  pn '  May  6.  Randy  Bible  confer- 

Gardner  is  pastor.  ences.  He  can 

be  contacted 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  at  (601) 

Quitman,  aimounces  the  min-  1234  (home) 

istry  of  Kevin  Ivy.  He  is  serv-  or  (601)  776- 

ing  as  the  staff  evangelist,  and  3371  (church);  E-mail: 

wul  lead  a  one-day  revival  at  Kevin@netpathway.com. 


Smith,  Derrick,  Traxlei;  and  Parkman 

New  Goodhope  Church,  Ruby  Nell  Moss  Young,  a 
Pulaski,  ordained  Randy  member  of  Becker  Church, 
Derrick,  Bill  Ttaxler,  and  Becker,  and  secretary  for 
Louie  Parkman  as  deacons  on  Monroe  Association  for  17 
April  22.  Pictured  (from  left)  years,  died  April  2  after  a 
are  Shirl  Smith,  interim  pas-  short  illness.  Survivors 
tor;  Derrick;  Traxler;  and  include  her  husband  Jerry 
Parkman.  Young;  son,  Patrick  of  Amory; 


Liberty  Hill  Church 


celebrates  150th  anniversary 


Jerry  Sanford  was  recently  honored  at  First  Church,  Sardis,  for  1 0 
years  of  service.  Sanford  is  pictured  (back  row)  with  his  wife 
Glenda  and  son  Daniel;  (front  row,  from  left)  Ernest  "Lit"  Scruggs, 
mayor;  Jim  Didlake,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board;  and 
James  Appleton,  deacon. 


Liberty  Hill  Church,  Panola  Association  (file  photo) 

Liberty  Hill  Church, 
Panola  Association,  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  150th  anniversary  on 
June  3.  Sunday  School  will 
begin  at  9:30  a.m.  and  worship 
at  10:30  a.m.  Charles 
Stubblefield,  a  former  pastor, 
will  preach.  Lunch  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  church.  A1 
Mullan  is  interim  pastor. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  A 
Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc« 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1 953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay 


ON  SALE  NOW! 

$16,995 

I  2001  Dodge  Caravan 


(800)  370-6180 


AvailaNe  in  20'  to  3T  models 


www.carpenterbu^.com 


(12  to  47  passengers,  New  A.  Used) 


(e01)&1»430p»1-800-737-i: 


The  Baptist  Record 
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You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Singly  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  finom  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  ^  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


I 


Staff  changes 

Flowood  Church,  Brandon, 

has  called. 


Danny 
Brock  as 
minister  of 
worship  and 
ministries, 
effective 
May  1 . 

Brock  has 
served  the 
church  as 
bivocational 
minister  of  music  for  over  five 
years. 


Brock 


Strong  Hope  Church, 
Wesson,  has  called  David 
Crowe  as  pastor  effective 
March  1 5.  A 
native  of 
Baton 
Rouge,  La., 
Crowe 
received  his 
education  at 
Louisiana 
Tech 
University, 
New 
Orleans 
Seminary,  and  Luther  Rice 
Seminary.  Crowe  recently 
served  as  pastor  at  Si  loam 
Church,  Franklin  Association. 


Crowe 


Are  your  Mniofs  tired  ol 
crawing  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  « 
a  tS^iassengarvan 
with  aa  aisle,  raised  root 
&  electrtc  step,  r 

CalltMMi  t*n  A  BuelbdMl  1 

BUSESI  VANS!  PEO^  MOVERS! 
Jifi.'*  fW'limi  Ilxnevy 


Interest  grows  in  Experiencing  God  musical 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  tiran  an  event- 
One  year  after  the  premiere  based,  anthem- 

The  only  group. 

Musical,"  approximately  100,000  '^^periencing 

of  me  choral  book  have  God  really  drove 
been  ordered,  it  has  received  a  that  point  home." 


MusiCalifomia,  an  annual  music  Musical  has 
conference  in  San  Diego,  and  reached  congre- 
many  of  them  rehuned  to  their  gations  of  omer 
churches  convinced  the  musical  denominations 
message  of  Experiencing  God  also, 
woulomake  a  difference  m  their 
congregations. 

Among  those  who  iVere 
moved  to  action  by  the  pre¬ 
miere  is  Joe  Crider,  minister  of 
music  at  Second  Church, 

Springfield,  Mo.  The  following 
monm  the  Second  Church 
musicians  began  rehearsals, 
and  in  September  the  adult 
choir  and  orchestra  led  in  wor¬ 
ship  with  the  musical. 

Crider  recounted,  "170 
members  of  our  choir  sang  with 
our  orchestra,  and  more  than 
2,300  people  packed  in  our 
worship  center  to  participate  in 
the  worship  experience. 

"This  musical  and  the  mes¬ 
sage  went  far  beyond  a  one- 
night  emotional  high.  Choir 
members  rededicated  their 
lives  and  orchestra  members 
were  moved  to  the  point  where 
thev  really  couldn't  play. 

'*The  <utar  filled  up,  and  our 
pastoral  staff  had  to  climb  over 
people  who  were  at  the  altar, 
weeing  and  broken."  supper  and  pn 

"The  Sunday  night  after  the  Experiencing  Got 
musical,"  he  continued,  "15  col-  ’'We  used  the  Blackaby 
lege  students  joined  our  adult  video,  PowerPoint  lyrics, 
choir.  Our  oimestra,  most  of  slides,  special  effects,  an 
whom  are  members  of  the  orchestra  of  16  players,  and  full 
Springfield  Symphony,  asked  if  choir  and  soloists  —  quite  an 
I  would  lead  them  m  a  Bible  undertaking  for  our  church, 
study.  So  far,  we've  had  five  "The  church  was  packed  and 
baptisms  in  tire  orchestra  alone,  more  than  100  f)eople  were 

"There  has  been  an  outpour-  saved,  in  addition  to  dozens  of 
ing  of  ffianksgiving  and  love  rededications.  We  know  that  it 
from  our  people.  Our  choir  was  not  the  multimedia  presen- 
undeistands  more  and  more  each  tation  or  the  excellence  of  our 
week  the  importance  of  being  a  music  that  did  anjrthing,"  she 


from  Lela 

direc- 
tor  at 

Fountain  Valley  MUSICAL  MOMENTUM  —  Henry  Blackaby  (right),  author  of  Experiencing  God, 
(Calif.)  United  speaks  to  an  Oklahoma  City  audience  during  an  October  2000  presentation  of 
Methodist  Experiencing  God...  The  Musical,  with  more  than  150  Southern  Baptist  churches 
Church.  from  across  the  state  represented  in  a  2,400-voice  choir.  (Photo  by  Kent  Harville) 


Sunday  morning  presentation  "It  was  a  supernatural  work  that  the  musical  have  int^rity 
of  the  musical  last  fall,  of  God,  and  we  feel  so  blessed  because  of  Experiencing  CSxi's 
Satterfield  reported  nearly  70  to  be  part  of  it."  biblical  basis, 

persons  were  saved,  with  Wntten  by  Claire  Cloninger  "Experiencing  God  is  also 
almost  as  many  rededications.  and  Gary  Rhodes,  tfie  70-minute  [author,  Henry  Blackaby's] 
"So  we  encouraged  the  con-  work  features  original  songs,  life  message,'  Blankenship 
gregation  of  about  250  persons  along  with  some  classic  hymns,  said.  "It's  the  way  he  built  his 
to  invite  others  to  an  evening  praise  choruses,  and  contempo-  ministry  in  churches." 

presentation  March  4,"  she  reuy  Christian  songs  made  poj>-  . - 

continued.  ^  ular  by  contemporciry  cirtists.  Editor's  note:  Information  on 

"That  night  the  church  -was  Mark  Blankenship,  director  of  Experiencing  Cod  ...  The  Musical 

full,  and  again  we  had  dozens  the  music  ministries  d^artment  is  available  by  calling  (800) 
of  decisions.  Then  on  at  LifeWay,  said  it  was  important  GENEVOX. 

Wednesday,  March  7,  we  host- 
area  churches  — 

—  to  a  Lenten 


VAN  SEATS  FOR  SALE!  Four  seats  that  fit  STUDIO:  Custom  church  wirKJows. 
1994  to  1998  model  15  passenger  Columbus  -  toll  free  (877)477-1899. 
Dodge  van;  $275.  Call  (601)  825-0605.  CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six.  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  64h  and  Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 

7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa.  NEW  UNIQUE  FUND  RAISER.  Sell 
$100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return  charming,  nostalgic  Heirlooms  of 
trip.  Accommodates  laige  groups.  Call  Tomorrow.  Personalized  Bible  book- 
early  for  reservations  (662)  746-4632.  marks.  Free  sample  &  details.  John  D. 
GRACE  BA^ST  CHURCH,  Nashville,  Eagan,  4032  Franklin  Ave.,  New 
Tenn.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  associate  Orleans,  LA  70122. 
pastor/minister  of  education.  If  interested,  INDOOR  PLAY  EQUIPMENT  from  Ton 
send  resume  to  Grace  Baptist  Church,  O  Fun  (170  children  capacity).  Raid 
1510  Old  Hickory  Blvd.,  Nashville,  TN  $165,000;  for  sale  for$65,000.  Call 
37207.  Atterition:  Andre  K.  Du^».  (W)1J  957-8565. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  N^  &  used.  Baptistries,  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL.  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  E^uitman, 
(800)  830-0583.  Mis^,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH.  SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
Growing  church  in  northwest  Alabama  is  rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreats  or  fami- 
seeking  a  minister  of  music  arxJ  youth,  ly  vacations.  Located  in  a  private  sub- 
Resumes  accepted  througlf>May  31  at  division  at  the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan, 
FBC,  P.O.  Box  236,  Killen,  AL  35645,  Ala.  Visit  our  website  at  http-y/super- 

Attn:  Personnel  Committee. _ ^  grace.jumptravel.com  or  call  Allan  or 

WE  SPECIAUZE  IN  VANS' Featuring  6  Linda  Rankin  at  (888)  784-4025. 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and  WESTWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates.  ALABASTER,  ALA.,  a  rapidly  growing 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601 )  church  located  just  south  of 
948-3391 .  Since  1965.  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  creating  new  min- 


FUU-TIME  MINISTBI  OF  MUSIC  AND  CHERRY  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
YOUTH  NEH)ED.  Please  serxi  resume  to:  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  is  seeking  bivocational 
Parkway  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  579,  pastor.  Please  send  resume  to  Cherry 
Kosciu^,  MS  39090;  (662)  289-1222  or  -  Street  Baptist  Church,  531  Cherry  Street, 

fax  (662)  289-6116. _ _  Clarksdale,  MS  38614. _ _ 

PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  PART-DME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  Harrison 
finarKial  secretary,  20  hours  per  week.  County.  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
First  Baptist  Church,  Ridgeland,  MS.  Committee,  Robinwood  Baptist  Church, 

Computer  experierKe  a  must,  Shelby  soft-  P.O.  Box  580,  Saucier,  MS  39574. _ 

ware  knowledge  helpful.  Salary  DOE.  Fax  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S 

resume  to  (601 )  856-6476.  _  MINISTRY  position  available  at  Hillcrest 

CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  IN  SUN-  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.  Contact 
DAY  SCHOOL  seeks  full-time  or  bi-  Victor  Dorman  at  (601)  857-4113  or 

vocational  associate  pastor/minister  of  (601)  878-5905. _ 

music  and  youth.  Please  send  resume  POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  full-time  minis- 
to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old  ter  of  music  antf' youth.  Housing  avail- 
Hwy  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180  or  fax  able.  Thirty  minutes  away  from  Memphis. 

(601)  636-7574^  _  Send  resume  to  Slayden  Baptist  Church, 

EASfSIDE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  ^RL  is  2534  Highway  72,  Lamar,  MS  38642  or 
seeking  a  part-time  nursery  worker  for  call  (662)  252-4559  or  (662)  252-4520; 
Sunday  and  Wednesday  services.  Please  fax  (662)  252-5248;  e-mail 
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Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspornient  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instarKes, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  duririg 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


lopi  gy 

I  hoi 

.m.  tod 


uitant  Sunday  —  June  24, 2001 


Xhousands  of  aged  ministers  and  their  widows  face  critical  choices 
today  regarding  food,  housing,  piescription  drugs  and  medical 
care.  In  years  past,  they  served  small  churches  on  meager  salaries  -  often 
with  little  or  no  retirement  contribution. 

Now  that  they’ve  retired,  it’s  too  late  for  them  to  plan  for  the  future. 
They  need  your  help. .  .and  they  need  it  now! 

Through  the  Annuity  Board’s  Adopt  An  Annuitant  and  Supplemental 
Assistance  programs.  Southern  Baptists  are  helping  these  devoted  servants 
meet  the  challenges  of  paying  for  the  basic  necessities  of  life.  Involvement 
by  churches  like  yours  is  the  key  to  making  this  extra  assistance  available  to 
them  each  month. 

God  has  called  us  to  honor  them  -  not  just  with  woixls  but  with  com¬ 
passionate  provision.  He  is  counting  on  you  -  so  are  they. 


June  24  is  Adopt  an 
Annuitant  Sunday 

tkroighoit  tke  Soitkem  Baptist 
Coivsitloa.  Joiaotksrcoagrsgatioas 
ii  Mississippi  sad  acrsss  tfes  Ualtsd 
StalBS  la  txIiadiiHi  Gadti  haad  to 
faltMil  mlaMBis  aad  thslr  widows 
who  dadicatsd  tkoir  livss  Id  ths 
gospal  mlalstry.  Fres  hallatia  iassrts 
oxplaiaiag  this  worthy  mlalstry  aro 
availahio  for  yoar  worship  sarvico 
hy  calliag  ourtoll-lrso  aumhsr, 
1-800-262  0511,  or  hy  E-mall  at 
adoptOahshc.org. 

Contact  US  today! 


HOLD  FORTH  WORD 
Editor: 

I  read  with  intense  interest 
your  (April  5)  guest  opinion  by 
Franklin  Lay  concerning  the 
lack  of  Bible  reading  in  our 
public  worship  services.  I  do 
agree  with  Lay.  No  wonder 
we're  in  trouble. 

The  main  thing  the  preacher 
is  called  of  God  to  do  is  hold 
forth  the  Word  (2  Tim.  2:15).  His 
waking  hours  should  be  fidl  of 
study,  meditation,  prayer,  and 
preparation  to  preach  horn  the 
Bible  when  opportunity  comes. 
Shame,  shame  that  so  many  of 
our  churches  have  preachers 
given  to  things  and  projects  oth¬ 
ers  should  be  doing  —  deacons, 
stewards,  elders,  etc. 

Transportation  South 


If  the  church  could  exist 
with  all  these  others  and  no 
preacher,  then  why  does  God 
call  men  to  preach  and  teach 
his  Word? 

I  honor  the  memory  of  W.  R. 
Storie,  pr^er  evangelist  at 
Parkway  Church,  Jadcson,  in 
his  retirement  years  imtil  he 
could  no  longer  minister.  There 
are  untold  thousands  who 
were  powerfully  influenced  by 
this  man's  admonition  to  study 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 


Folk  today  deal  with  all 
kinds  of  life-problems,  con¬ 
flicts,  etc.,  but  none  of  diem 
could  not  be  dealt  with  more 
adequately  except  in  the  light 
of  the  Word  of  God.  I  want  to 
encourage  young  preachers 
with  tire  same  words  Paul  gave 
Timothy.  Even  when  it  does  not 
seem  right,  "Preach  the  word; 
be  instant  in  season,  out  of  sea¬ 
son;  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort, 
with  all  long  suffering  and  doc¬ 
trine"  (2  Hm.  4:2).  God  honors 


Rnx  ivAL  Dates 


wms  $ 


Newhebron  (Lawrence): 
May  20-25;  Simd^,  11  a.m.  and  6 

&m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  /  P-m.;  Michael 
ott,  Jacksonville,  Tex.,  evange- 

,  Inc. 

The  Church  Bus  Company 
l-8CX)-367-9463 


1-205-663-2287 

*  12-49  pcassengers 

*  CDL  and  nor^DL 

*  We  buy  used  buses 
commerclalsales@transportationsouth.com 


his  Word,  both  in  public  read¬ 
ings  and  preaching. 

Chester  Estes,  Jr. 

Union 


GOOD  WORK  APPRECIATED 


Editor: 
I  a 


1  appreciate  the  article 
about  Make  A  Difference  Day 
in  the  metro  Jackson  area 
(May  10  issue).  One  thing  that 
made  this  event  special  was 
that  those  who  participated 
were  "twenty-sometning" 
singles.  It  is  exciting  to  know 
that  the  young  singes  in  our 
state  are  interested  in  helping 
those  in  need. 

Also,  Ridgecrest  Church  in 
Madison  needs  to  be  added  to 
the  churches  mentioned  in  the 
article  that  played  an  impor¬ 
tant  role  in  making  this  first¬ 
time  event  a  success. 

I  would  like  to  say  thanks 
again  to  everyone  who  was 
involved  for  all  thefr  good 
work. 

Glenn  Shows,  consultant 
Disc.  &  Family  Ministry 
MBCB,  Jackson 


list;  Dale  Townsend,  Prentiss, 
music;  David  Wilkinson,  pastor. 

County  Line,  Dossville:  Jime 
3-6;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Arnold 
Davis,  Louisville,  speaker;  Larry 
Burchfield,  music;  James  Burrell, 
pastor. 

Plainway,  Laurel:  May  18-20; 
Friday  ana  Saturday,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Gene 
Fcmt,  evangelist;  Alton 
Robinson,  music;  Nonnie 
Jefcoat,  pastor. 


invites  your  indication  of  taileicst  to: 

FIRST  MOBTGAfX  CHURCH  B(mD6 
EARN  UP  TO:  io% 


Thaebondamsybepbcedina  wIMiiecttd  DtA. 
IVamfen  mi  roDoim  aonptcd.  in  moil  CMCt. 


Interest  Payable  Quarteriy 

This  announccinent  is  neither  an  oBa  to  sell 
nor  a  aolidtition  of  an  ofier  to  buy.  AO  o0eis 
are  made  by  propectua  only. 


540S-ABcU  •  AmarUloTX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 
For  more  complete  information  about  bond 
issues,  obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes 
all  of  the  particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read 
it  carefully  before  you  invest  or  serxl  money. 

All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value, 
subject  to  availability. 


_ -J 


Family  Bible  Study 

Experiencing  eternal  life 

John  11:25-26 

By  Lori  Clendinnini 


indwelling,  Jesus  can  eleventfi  chapter  of  John  focus-  Jesus  would  choose  to  raise  her 
express  himself  through  es  Jesus'  resurrection  power  brother  from  the  dead,  she 
our  emotions  and  speak  when  he  raised  Lazarus  from  knew  that,  had  he  been  there, 
duough  our  words.  Our  the  dead.  Tire  experience  her  "brother  would  not  have 
actions  become  his  helped  many  Jews  discover  died"  John  11:32). 
actions;  our  thoughts  that  Jesus  fulfilled  Messianic  The  disciples'  faith  was 
become  his  thou^ts.  prophecies  and  is,  indeed,  the  greatly  strengthened  by  wit- 
Christ  in  us  changes  us.  Son  of  God.  nessing  this  resurrection 

To  the  secular  mind.  To  those  who  placed  their  power,  and  many  Jews,  who 
this  present  physical  life  faith  and  trust  in  him,  Jesus  were  present  to  comfort  die  sis- 
Clendinning  is  all  there  is;  nothing  gave  die  assurance  of  eternal  ters,  put  their  faith  in  Jesus,  too 
exists  beyond  mortal  life,  ufe  with  him:  (John  11:45). 

Often,  people's  lives  revolve  •  Lazarus,  the  beloved  However,  for  those  who 
around  obtaining  material  and  friend  of  Jesus,  whose  death  refused  to  believe  in  Jesus  as 
corjxiral  pleasures:  wealth,  sex,  precipitated  the  resurrection  Messiah,  their  fate  regarding 
power,  prestige.  All  these  pro-  mirade.  His  physical,  Christ-  eternal  life  was  sealed.  Despite 
vide  momentary  happiness,  focused  life,  although  restored,  the  miraculous  sign  shown  to 
but  beyond  the  grave,  these  was  not  out  of  danger  from  the  them,  many  Jews,  including 
souls  have  no  assurance  of  an  Sanhedrin  who  later  plotted  to  those  within  the  Sanhedrin, 
eternal  life  with  Christ.  kill  him  (John  12:10).  further  hardened  their  hearts 

For  the  Christian,  Jesus  is  •  Mar^,  Lazarus' oldest  sis-  and  began  to  openly  plot 
the  assurance  of  eternal  life,  ter,  whose  courageous  profes-  against  Jesus  (John  11:53). 

Not  only  does  he  offer  new  life  sion  of  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  By  raising  Lazarus  from  the 
to  those  of  us  who  repent  of  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  (John  dead,  Jesus  declared  himself 
our  sins  and  place  our  faith  in  11:27),  is  equally  important  as  the  Author  of  resurrection  and 
him,  but  he  gives  us  true  life  thatof  Peter's  confession  of  Jesus  life  (John  11:25).  Then,  as  now, 
now  and  never-ending  life  as  the  Messiah  (Matt.  16:16).  each  person's  destiny  depends 
with  him  beyond  physical  •  Mary,  the  other  sister  of  on  response  to  this  revelation, 
death.  Because  of  this  resurrec-  Lazarus,  whose  depth  of  grief  Chie  more  word  association: 
tion  power,  believers  have  and  sorrow  moved  Jesus  to  "Belief  in  Jesus." 
hope  and  eternal  life  in  the  pre-  tears.  She  believed  that  Jesus  Yes  or  no? 
sent  and  will  experience  eter-  had  the  power  to  change  the  Clendinning  is  a  former  news- 
nal  life  in  the  future.  course  of  life.  Althou^  she  paper  editor  and  a  member  of  Park 

This  week's  lesson  in  the  may  not  have  foreseen  that  Place  Church,  Pearl. 


eternal  life  to  believers 
so  that  he  can  empow- 
Psychologists  use  word  asso-  er  us  as  we  live  out  our 
ciation  games  to  help  trigger  physical  life  here  on 
subconscious  responses.  Foi^e  earth.  Under  our  own 
word  "cat,"  does  "dog"  come  to  power,  the  Christian  life  is 
mind?  Do^  "stop"  provoke  the  humanly  impossible.  Only 
word  "go?"  What  response  Christ  can  live  the  human  life 
does  "eternal  life"  prompt?  perfectly  and  wholly. 

Oftentimes,  eternal  life  is  The  Christian  life  is  not 
thought  of  with  regard  to  the  about  our  trying  to  imitate 
hereafter,  that  is.  Heaven  or  Christ  as  much  as  it  is  about 
HeB; Certainly,  that  is  the  main  Jesus  imparting  his  life  to  and 
issue  for  the  new  believer,  but  living  his  life  through  us.  The 
to  the  maturing  Christian,  eter-  Christ-controlled  life  is 
nal  life  also  includes  earthly  life.  Christ-centered.  It  is  empow- 
When  we,  confessing  our  sin  ered  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  acknowledging  our  need  enabling  us  to  introduce  oth- 
of  forgiveness,  mvite  Jesus  to  ers  to  Jesus.  A  life  fueled  by 
be  Savior  and  Lord,  he  immedi-  Christ  results  in  an  effective 
ately  enters  our  hearts  and  prayer  life  and  the  ability  to 
lives.  With  Jesus  living  within  understand  God's  Word, 
us,  we  are  changed.  We  are  for-  Although  we  may  not 
ever  his,  entitled  to  eternal  life  always  be  conscious  or  it,  by 
because  of  the  great  gift  he  immersing  ourselves  in  God's 
bestows  upon  us.  Word,  Jesus  begins  to  transform 

Moreover,  Jesus  imparts  us.  Through  me  Holy  Spirit's 


Explore  the  Bible 

Vengeance 

1  Samuel  25:1-44 


By  Jim  Burnett 


Our  society  today  is  plagued 
with  a  malady  called  rage. 
Many  people  seem  to  have 
absolutely  no  control  of  their 
emotions.  Consequently,  when 
these  individuals  are  mistreat¬ 
ed  or  perceive  they  have  been 
unfairly  handled,  they  go  bal¬ 
listic  and  inflict  harm  on  others. 

These  occurrences  are 
becoming  more  and  more  fre¬ 
quent.  From  the  numerous 
school  shootings,  to  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  the  government  building 
in  Oklahoma  City,  to  road  rage, 
to  air  rage,  retaliation  against 
one's  enemy  has  become  a 
national  sport  in  America. 

The  lesson  today  challenges 
us  to  carefully  consider  our 
response  to  hintful  words  and 
actaons  leveled  against  us.  It 
teaches  us  the  importance  of 


listening  to  God  and 
obeying  his  Spirit 
when  we'  are  wronged  Burnett 
or  unjustly  treated. 
Furthermore,  the  lesson  di 
encourages  us  to  say  no  to  the  e< 
temptation  to  retaliate  against  p 
our  offenders  as  David  did  w 
concerning  Nabal. 

Vengeral  intention  (25:21-  (2 

22).  Nabal  had  wronged  David  ty 
and  his  men  by  cheating  them  p! 
out  of  compensation  for  pro-  tr 
tecting  his  flocks.  David  was  h 
incensed  and  told  his  men  to  ir 
prepare  for  battle.  His  plan  was  d 
to  kill  all  of  Nabal's  sons,  thus  D 
obliterating  any  trace  of  this  tl 
evil  man's  existence.  fi 

God  intervened,  however,  v, 
through  Abigail,  a  godly,  dis-  tc 
ceming  woman  who  nappened 
to  be  Nabal's  wife.  She  begged  h 
David  to  reconsider  revenge  ai 
against  her  husband.  God  used  gi 


this  woman  to  help 
David  understand 
vengeance  was  not  the 
answer  and  shedding 
blood  out  of  anger  was 
not  God's  will. 

Have  you  ever  been 
wronged  by  someone 
and  tempted  to  retali¬ 
ate?  All  of  us  have,  but 
K  when  we  act  on  our 
anger  and  our  hurt  we 
do  not  accomplish  the  right¬ 
eousness  of  Ckxl,  and  often  we 
put  ourselves  on  the  same  level 
with  our  offender. 

Gracious  intercession 
(25:23,  26-31).  Abigail's  humili¬ 
ty  and  godly  discernment  ccmi- 
pletely  stopped  David  in  his 
tracks.  How  could  he  imore 
her  gifts,  her  humble  read¬ 
ings,  and  her  words  of  wis¬ 
dom?  The  Lord  intercepted 
David  and  his  army  that  day 
through  Abigail.  He  kept  him 
from  doing  something  he 
would  have  regretted  for  years 
to  come. 

Often  it  amazes  me  to  see 
how  God  steps  into  my  life 
and  positions  a  wise  and 
godly  person  in  my  path  to 
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help  me  get  a  new  perspective 
on  my  situation.  Many  times  1 
have  been  kept  from  making 
huge  mistakes  because  God 
interceded.  Let  me  encourage 
you  to  look  and  listen  for 
God's  intervention  in  your 
life,  especially  when  you  are 
tempted  to  avenge  someone 
who  has  hurt  you. 

Wise  response  (25:32-35). 
Two  of  the  most  difficult  feats 
for  human  beings  are  to  over¬ 
come  hurt  ancT  refrain  from 
getting  even  with  someone 
who  has  inflicted  pain.  In  fact, 
without  God's  help  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  restrain 
ourselves. 

After  David's  encounter 
with  Abigail,  he  knew  she  was 
a  divine  messenger.  He  wisely 
resisted  murdering  Nabal  and 
his  sons.  David  len  vengeance 
to  the  Lord  and  ten  days  later 
Nabal  w^  dead. 

We  too  must  allow  Ckxl  to 
control  our  emotions  and  leave 
room  for  him  to  administer  his 
justice.  The  Bible  is  full  of  ref¬ 
erences  to  God's  vengeance. 

In  the  book  of  Romans,  Paul 
encourages  us  to  never 


exchange  evil  for  evil  but 
leave  room  for  God's  vyrath. 
After  all,  God  is  the  only  per¬ 
fect  judge  and  the  only  one 
qualifiea  to  delve  out  justice. 
Peter  echoes  this  by  saying,  do 
not  repay  evil  with  evil  (1 
Peter  3:9). 

Divine  retribution  will  take 

f)lace  at  the  Second  Coming  of 
esus.  The  Bible  refers  to  this 
numerous  times  as  the  Day  of 
Vengeance.  God  will  pull  out 
his  scales  of  justice  and  weigh 
mankind.  The  devil,  his 
demons,  and  his  children  will 
be  punished. 

Until  then,  however,  you 
and  1  must  be  patient  wnen 
wronged.  We  must  resist  the 
temptation  to  yield  to  our 
flesh  and  lash  out  at  those 
who  have  mistreated  us.  We 
must,  as  Scripture  says,  be 
wise  as  serpents  and  gentle  as 
doves.  Therefore,  God's  peo¬ 
ple  must  leave  personal 
vengeance  to  the  Lora.  We  can 
do  tnis  only  when  we  submit 
our  lives  daily  to  the  lordship 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 


Lcnoyae  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Sigicst 
Mr.  George  W.  Adcock 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scaitxirough 
Myrtle  Adkins 
Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Bourne 
Mattie  Bcle  Crawford  Alexander 
Cliiisly  A  Kerry  Chanson 
Ms.  Colleen  Heist 
Mr.  John  E.  Hudson  A  Family 
Harold,  Charlcen,  Allcne.A 
Jason  Lott 
Ms.  Yvonne  Fenton 
W.  H.  Stewart  Families 
Ms.  Nettie  C.  Poole 
Young/Heait  Sr  Adult  Grp, 
FBC-Carriere 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Patch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oltis  Lee  Davis 
Ms.  Martha  Perrett 
Mr.  Riley  Alford 
Mrs.  Hasseltine  B.  DcBoe 
Roth  Pratt  Anders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  Price  Toler 
Loyd  Baggett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Sanderson 
Mr.  Edward  Bailey 
Mrs.  Iris  Hawkins 
Ms.  Dorothy  Ward 
John  T.  Bailey 
John  A  Irene  Sanders 
Grade  Barnett 
Meridian  MS  ANG  Federal 
Credit  Un 
Mrs.  Zeila  Barrett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ike  C.  Presley 
Haaei  Bassett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Pettey 
Mr.  Jimmy  Bates 
Buddy  A  Gail  Kirkland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  H.  Talbert 
Mrs.  Cleo  Beatty 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Burge 
Jr. 

Adult  Men's  SSC,  Springfield 
BC-Moiton 
Mrs.  Clylce  Bennett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Berry,  Jr. 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Dyess 
Marlin  Blanton 
Ms.  Etheleen  J.  Blanton 
Mrs.  NeU  Blaylock 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Mrs.  NdHc  Borger 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Virgil  Boone 
Ralph  Boswdl 
Mrs.  Dot  Poe  Ray 
Mr.  Bobby  BowBa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E. 

Coleman  Sr. 

Mrs.  Raby  Bowlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E. 

Coleman  Sr. 

Mrs.  Lda  Mae  Boyd 
Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Wayne  Box 
Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holloway 
Lois  Boykin 
Regenia  Davis  A  Family 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Ladner 
Marten  La^  Boykin 
Kfr.  A  Mrs.  Skeet  Sanders 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW  ■ 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  tlmugh  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  tote  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

MARCH 
1-31,  2001 
MEMOfVAtS 


Mrs.  Bessie  Witaon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Blair 
Mr.  BiHy  Claytaa  WoodrufT 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 
Calvin  Woods 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Wayne 
VanHom 
Clayton  Woolley 
Marcus  Whigham  SSC, 
Parkway  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  E.  Smidi 
Evelyn  Wooten 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Skeet  Sanders 
Emma  Daves  Wynn 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Danna 
Mrs.  Ruth  Yarbcr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 


Mrs.  Inez  Scott  Ikcadiray 
Hudgey's  Restaurant  Coffiee  Qub 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Lynk 
Brenda  A  Coker  Palmer 
Ms.  Maxine  S.  Eastland 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Cindy  H  ShacklefonKMenill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Dolly  Smith 
Mrs.  Rita  D.  Smith 
Ms.  Nellie  WUlis 
Employees  of  the  FBI 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Walcott 
Mr.  Jim  Dimer 
Marie  A  Barbara  Ragsdale 
Marie  Utz 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Dongtas  W.  Vardanian 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Tatum 
Sunny  Vest 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
Mr.  Therman  F.  Vick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rhen  W.  Pieice 
A.  J.  Waddle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  West 
Mr.  Robert  Waldrip 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Hadskey 
Ms.  Celia  Cook  Ford 
Mr.  Brooks  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wendell  R.  Stewart 
Leonard  Warren 
Mrs.  Ruthie  M.  Warren 
Mrs.  Audrey  Mae  Watkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daimy  Young 
Wlnfoed  E.  Welch 
Ms.  Marguerite  H.  WWters 
Mrs.  Lanra  Ana  Weils 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  WiyiK  VteiHom 
Jean  Whatley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  E.  Arthur 
Bennie  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Boykin 
Charles  Ralph  White 
Mrs.  Laura  Erwin 
Mrs.  Audrey  McMichael  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  'Doy  L.  King 
NeH  Wbilfleid 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  Hilton 
Mkhad  Whitten 
Mr.  A  Jdn.  C«l  K  DeLoach 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Hailey  \  , 

Khh  -  V 

OUver  WIIHams  „ 

Mrs.  Dors  Murray 


APRIL 

1-30,2001 

Honors 


Maude  Burney 
Maude  Burney  SSC,  Galilee 
BC-Gknter 

Neville  A  Joy  Conerly 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Patrick  N.  Conerly 
Mrs.  Fred  Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Bern  Hills 

Alathean  SSC,  FBC-Collins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Jones 
Buddy  A  Gail  Kirklaid 
Alice  MHey 

Alathean  SSC.  FBC-Cotlins 
Meredith  Moore 
Mrs.  Alfalcne  J.  Vardaman 
Mim  Elaiiie  Moser 
Mrs.  John  T.  McCully 


Ms.  Angie  McGinnis 
John  Brilthnnpt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Armstrorig 
Mrs.  Mary  Brent 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
John  Henry  Brteler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marvin  T.  Sandifer 
James  Brooks 
Mrs.  Leroy  Anthony 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Crawford 
Mrs.  Chammin  Broom 
Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Bourne 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Pace 


Afternoon  Bapt  Women  Orp, 
FBC-Louisville 
Jonathan  Tingle 
Mrs.  Alfalcne  J.  Vudaiiuu) 
Mrs.SncWnkie 
FBC.  Sardis 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  Lazarus 
MarvbBiyanl 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Joe  Hancock 
MfSLSndteBncktes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Jack  Bute 

Concord  Baptist  Oioich 
Mrs.  Florence  Gatfln  Bnrrio 
Mrs.  Lorens  B.  Newman 
Buddy  A  Gail  Kirkland 
Mrs.  LnvsmeBnrt 
Bovina  Baptist  Oinrch 
Mrs.  Margaret  Bnsby 
..  Mi:  Ellis  O.  Cummins . 


Nikki  Carson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Betty  Jo  Carter 
Mrs.  Hasseltine  B.  DeBoe 
Jim  Carter 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Jason  Cbeslck 
Jerry  Graham  Family 
Sanford  Holliday  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Mrs.  Grace  Porter 
Justin  Chcslck 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joh  Bowen,  III  A 
Family 

Mr.  D.  B.  Chrismond,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Fannye  Pollan 
Vera  Clark 
Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
Mr.  Chester  Cochran 
The  Hasselman  Family 
Mrs.  Lois  Colliiis 
Lee  A  Marshalene  Gillespie 
Or.  A.  J.  Comfort 
John,  Nancy.  Kris,  Track, 
Missy  Patrick 
Billy  Compere 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tboitus  David 
Neely 

Mrs.  Eli  Powell  Conner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC,  FBC- 
Columbus 

Mrs.  Gwen  Constanzi 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mark  Mary  Lu  Cook 
Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  Ave  BC- 
Vicksburg 

Mrs.  Louise  Copdand 
Drew  A  Hope  Wells 
Mrs.  Alma  Cotten 
Tom  A  Dee  Moore 
Mrs.  Beth  Sorrels 
Haskd  Craft 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roiuik  E  McNair 
aixl  ^ 

Miles  A  Sununer 
InesCronia 
Mr.  H.  C.  Speyer 
Fred  Crowder 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Glaze 
Louise  Crowley 
Mr.  H.  C.  Speyer 
John  Cunningham 
Mrs.  Margaret  Cole 
LiBie  Mae  Dixon 
Mrs.  Donis  M.  Foote  A 
Children 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  Hilton 
Mr.  W.  E.  Donald 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  C.  Huntky  Jr. 
Ethan  Diyiar  Dribben 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hardy 
Ms.  Bette  C.  Mott 
Laura  Ftdkr  Duke 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dermis  L.  McPhail 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mrs.  Tma  Giim 
Evans  Dnnaxray 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Brinkley 
MaudleDnngan 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

David  ABcnDyem 
Society  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Rkky  A  Carolya  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  BflUe  Earned 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tbm  C.  Kennedy 
RabyEBtett 
Mrs.  Annis  Goss 
Mr.  Beany  EBte 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tbm  W.  Hardage 
Mrs.  June  D.  Shepard 
Mrs.  Carrie  Wad  Edes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E  Fuqua  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  TVuitt  Hobby 
Mrs.  Ruth  V.  Whitt 
Mary  Jane  Evans 
Mrs.  Eva  Blister 
Mark  lymes  Matthews  SSC. 
Pilgrim 

BettyeAOlloK.  Bell 
Dalton  A  Martha  Haggim 
Mr.  Billy  McDonald 
James  Fund 
Ms.  Audrey  L.  Hill 
MmMIRicFItapafrick 
Mr.  Vfohcr  Barbee 
Mrs.  Mary  LadBe  Fletcher 
John,  Shaon  A  Lacey  Wxxlwad 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Woodward 
E.R.Foa 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Ms.  Evtiya  Flatecr 
T.E.L.  SSC.  Springfield  BC- 
Morton 


Daisy  D.  Frod 
Mrs.  Sue  Owen 
Ann  Gannaway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  McMahan 
Mrs.  Charlene  Gardner 
John  E  A  Fay  P.  Lee 
The  James  Gardner  Family 
Wayne  Gardner 
Ms.  Brenda  R.  Wagner 
Horace  Germany 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronald  Sclden 
Mary  Germany 
Mr.  WendeU  Webb  n 
Bryan  Gibbon 
Ms.  Patsy  Gary'  > 

Helen  Givens 
Buddy  A  Gail  Kirkland 
H.CGoldea 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
Mr.  G.  C  Golden 
Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Pcggi  GoodbaBd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mr.  WBHard  Gosa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  West 
Mrs.  Anne  EHse  Graham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Homer  Williiigham 
Loyd  Bepiamin  Grantham 
Rkhk  A  fVances  Defeobaugh 
Mr.  Lloyd  Grantham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Graves 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Knight 
Mrs.  Mattie  Gray 
THnity  BC-Vicksbuig 
Robert  Grimes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Gay  GnBedge 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
Mr.  C.  A.  Hall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Loyd  Smith 
David  G.  HaU,  MJ). 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hardy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Jacob  A  Hunter  Ross 
Mrs.  Debbie  HaH 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobky 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Mr.  Ed  Hall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Oakes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Pugh 
T.O.  Harris 
Mrs.  Gladys  Ethridge 
Anne  Harrteon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  T.  Flyni 
Mrs.  Mary  Harrisao 
Mr.  A  Mrs,  L.  F.  Brown 
Mrs.  FYands  Harvey 
Hazel  Massengak 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
Obie  Hawley 
Jeimk  Coward 
Tom  A  Betiye  Coward 
Loren  A  Lucy  Gross 
K.  M.  Heckman 
Ms.  Esther  Little 

Heims 

Mrs.  Mildred  J.  Rhoden 
Jack  Hemphill 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Alan  Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  G.  Mims 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmk  Bloum 
Mrs.  Rebn  Henson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
Mr.  S.  F.  Herriagtan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Kennedy 


Leo  Hester 
Ms.  Amelia  L.  Mathis 
Mrs.  Paula  Hester 
Mrs.  Katk  Brown 
Ms.  Margaret  Edwards 
BUI  Hewitt 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jep  S.  Brock 
Elizabeth  HiUmim 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bozeman 
Ms.  Omar  Holden 
Ms.  Deedra  F.  Nuimally 
Mrs.  Mary  Edna  Holand 
Mr.  Tommy  Mawk 
Harvey  HoWntswortb 
Mr.  A  hjs.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mr.  A  km.  Sam  Lackey 
Pat  HoBoway 
Mr.  Bailey  L.  Baddley 
Pat  A  Jerry  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
Blaine  Hopkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randall  Colenuui 
Elizabeth  Jolmaon  Hnlimaa 
Mr.  E  O.  Templeton  Jr. 

Ed  Hutto 
Ms.  Audrey  L.  HUI 
J.  C.  Irwin 

Ladies  11  SSC,  Bovina  BC- 
Vicksburg 
E  T.  Jackson,  Jr. 

Williams  A  Stogner  Nieces  A 
Nephew 

M^  L.  C.  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fluny 
Lilian  James 
Graeber  Brothers  tac. 

Graeber  Brocheni  Inc. 

Mrs.  Hazd  Jensen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  E  Perkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Delbert  L.  Edwards 
Mr.  George  Allen  Lee 
Dempsey  ’’Boots"  Johnson 
Mrs.  Nell  D.  Fenoglio 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Neil  Simmons  A 
Kaitlin 

Mr.  I.  W.  Bush  Jr. 

Jimmy  Johnson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Battle 
Rede  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B. 

Lampton 

Robert  H.  Johnston 
Barbara,  Andy  A  Mark  Baidwell 
Lesaie  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Mrs.  Bemett  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  H.  TUbeit 

BiBKamer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Pettey 
DndlyKeen 
Ms.  Audrey  L.  HiU 
Don  Kelley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Kelley 
Jimmy  Dale  Kennedy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Sanderson 
Mrs.  Aima  Lon  KimbteB 
Williams 
Mrs.  R.  A.  KimbKl 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Dowro 
Wanda  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Robin  Renee  Lack 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phil  Blaylock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  R.  HoU 
Gsran  "Gram"  LaU 
Non-Profit  Grotq>,  Iik. 

Twin  Lakes  Neighbors 
Rutb-Faiib  SSC.  FBC-Clinton 
Ms.  Sheila  Albeft 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sreto  Banjac 
Ms.  Louise  H.  Bullock 
Mr.  Bob  Catlen  ' 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  A.  Hinson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  N.  Martin  Jr. 
Mrs.  Claire  Nowlin 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  E.  Refers  Sr. 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Stan  Rushing 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tony  A.  Thomas 
Mrs.  Alabel  M.  Wiser 
Gertrude  AIhriton 
Maigaiile  Harper 
Johinie  Swain 
Ada  Weatherall 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Mayo  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wesley  Talkington 
Aiuia  Husbands 
Flavia  Hampton 
Myitis  Hardin 
Linda  Landreth 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  Saucier 
Jeff  Landrum 
Mrs.  Jack  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  Frank  Lang 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Mrs.  Panliiie  *  fogham 
Mr.  Waller  Barbee 
Mary  Law 

Commercial  Bank  Employees 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Tadlock 
Mrs.  Nora  KeRb  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Case 
Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 
Joanne  R.  Leverette 
Mrs.  Beulah  Abel 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
BUy  Lewis 
John  E  A  Fay  P.  Lee 
Mr.  Lavelle  Li^tsey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Charles  Otis  Little 
Stella,  Michael  A  Sheila  Oliver 
Mother  of  Johnny  LoNar 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  D 
Linda  Londerth 
Ruth  SSC,  Juniper  Grove  BC- 
Poplarville 

Mrs.  Angie  Lee  Oswalt  Long 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  F.  L.  Morgan 
Ms.  Angie  McGinnis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Flurry 
Mbs  Mary  Ruth  Lowery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L  Fields 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  N.  K.  Nail 
Mr.  Jay  Lucy 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Thomas  Howard  Macon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Doss 
Kirkland  Maddox 
Mrs.  Aimis  Goss 
Sidney  A.  Mahaffey 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Mahaffey 
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The  ftaptist  Children's  Village  recently  hosted  ar^pernJoiJs^iUhe 
rwide^^^  on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus.  Pictured^ 
MichaerMote,  currenf  cTiapfal^’  FfeniV  Claid,  exetutW  asiistartr;iwv 

Design; Charles  Renfrowy  board. 


grams;  Bob  Pyron,  contractor.  Ole  Sout 
Ttiernt^ 


Seminarian  keeping  football  dream  alive 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
Patrick  Goodman's  mission 
field  is  50  yards  long  with 
padded  walls  and  fake  grass. 


STILL  PLAYING  — 
Southern  Seminary  student 
Patrick  Goodman  plays  pro 
football  for  the  Louisville  Fire, 
an  Arena  Football2  team.  The 
former  Western  Kentucky 
University  standout  began 
studies  last  fall  at  the  seminary. 
(Photo  by  Michael  Foust) 


Goodman,  a  6-foot-2,  285- 
pound  Southern  Seminary  stu¬ 
dent,  plays  football  for  the 
Louisville  Fire  in  the  profes¬ 
sional  Arena  Food>all2  League 
(AF2)  —  an  indoor  league 
known  for  its  fast-paced,  ei^t- 
on-eight,  offense-oriented 
pirakm  pandemonium. 

For  Goodman,  tackling  and 
blocking  for  the  Fire  is  more 
ttum  just  a  chance  to  con^iete  in 
a  game  he  loves.  Goodman  has 
returned  to  die  gridircm  after 
almost  mvii^  it  up  principally 
to  glori^  die  God  he  loves. 


"That's  the  real  reason  why 
I'm  playing,"  said  Goodman,  a 
master  of  divinity  student  from 
Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  who  began 
school  last  fall. 

Referring  to  his 
"Astroturf  mission 
field,"  he  maintains 
the  football  world 
of  AF2  has  fields 
ripe  for  Gospel  har¬ 
vest.  Thougn  some 
of  his  teammates 
and  opponents  are 
Christians,  most 
are  not. 

"I'm  definitely 
not  preaching  to  the 
choir,"  Goodman 
said  of  the  atmos¬ 
phere  of  AF2. 

The  Fire  debuted 
as  an  AF2  team  in 
April.  As  Goodman 
has  interacted  with 
his  fellow  players, 
he  has  begun  to  see 
die  many  oppyirtu- 
nities  for  Cmistian 
witness  in  die  league. 

"So  when  I'm  on  the  road 
trip  to  lA^chita,  and  I'm  study¬ 
ing  Greek  at  midni^t,  they’ll 
asK,  'What  do  you  do?"' 
Goodman  recounted. 

"There's  my  opportunity  to 
share.  ...1  get  about  a  five-  to 
six-minute  window  where  I'm 
able  to  share  what's  going  on  in 
my  studies  and  also  what's 
going  on  in  my  personal  life." 

In  a  world  where  locker 
room  talk  and  temptations 
could  corrupt,  Goodman  just 
tries  to  be  a  u^t  for  the  Fire. 


"I  likc^..!^  try  and  build  trust 
with  these  guys  <ind  show  that 
my  faith  and  what  I'm  hoping  to 
do  is  genuine,"  Goodman  said. 

A  year  ago,  though, 
Goodman  thought  his  football 
career  had  flamed  out.  After 
four  years  as  the  center  for 
Western  KentucW  University's 
team,  Goodman  had  dreams  of 
playing  in  the  National 
Football  League  (NFL). 

Then  came  NFL  draft  day. 
For  college  football  players,  it  is 
the  biggest  event  of  me  year. 
For  Goodman,  it  was  a  day  of 
disappointment.  He  had  sent 
out  tapes  cmd  letters  to  evety 
NFL  team,  all  to  no  avail.  He 
w<is  not  selected. 

"I  was  kind  of  bummed  to  be 
honest,"  Goodman  said.  "Up 
until  the  NFL  draft,  I  thought 
that's  what  my  ministry  calhng 
would  be  —  to  go  and  be  a 
Christian  light  in  me  NFL. 

"Once  me  draft  passed,  I 
said,  'Football  is  done.  That 
part  of  my  life  is  done.'  I  had  a 
wonderful  time.  I  didn't  have 
any  huge  regrets.  ...I'd  re<dly 
almost  given  up  on  playing 
ever  agam." 

God  had  other  plans.  Since 
Goodman's  senior  year  at 
Western  Kentucky,  God  had 
begim  placing  a  call  in 
Goodman  for  fim-time  ministry. 

"Our  pastor  at  the  time 
made  mention  that  maybe  I 
should  look  into  going  to  semi¬ 
nary  because  I  was  reading 
every  book  on  his  shelv 
Goodman  said. 

Last  fall,  he  and  his  wife 


Janet  responded  to  that  call  by 
moving  to  Louisville.  Last 
December,  Goodman's  sister 
informed  him  of  the  tryouts  for 
the  expansion  Fire. 

Louisville  had  just  formed  as 
one  of  28  AF2  teeims.  The  league 
itself  only  began  in  March  2000 
as  a  minor-league  jiffiliate  of  the 
Arena  Football  League. 

Though  Goodman  Wcis  tak¬ 
ing  classes  and  working  35 
hours  a  week,  the  opportuni^ 
to  protect  quarterbacks  again 
was  too  good  to  pass  up. 

"I  thought  football  was 
done,  and  men  this  happens," 
Goodman  said. 

He  impressed  the  coaches 
and  made  the  team.  Goodman 
starts  on  offense,  defense,  and 
special  teams. 

"It  is  a  huge  test  trying  to 
juggle  work  and  school  emd 
fooroall  at  the  same  time," 
Goodman  s<iid. 

Does  he  still  dream  of  play¬ 
ing  at  a  higher  level? 

"It  would  be  nice,  but  1 
would  have  to  give  up  semi¬ 
nary,"  Goodman  said. 

'T  would  have  to  give  up 
what  I'm  getting  now  and  the 
disdpleship  I'm  getting  now," 
he  pointed  out. 

Goodman  and  his  wife  are 
considering  career  missions  in 
the  Middle  East. 

"I  think  foofeall  really  is  a 
good  preparation  for  being  on  a 
mission  held  where  there  aren't 
a  lot  of  believers,"  Goodman 
said,  describing  both  as  "where 
the  rubber  meets  the  road" 
kinds  of  ministries. 


Coach:  real  miracle  didn't  happen  in  Music  City 


Btbliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 


DRIU  WLK  C  YLEERWXUX 
KDUU?  SU  GKHLWZ  RWX 
LV  R  ZLLX  YLJHRZU;  SU 
WLK  RVHRCX,  WUCKDUH 
SU  KDLJ  XCGERBUX;VLH 
KDU  ALHX  KDB  ZLX  CG 
MCKD  KDUU  MDCK- 


DUHGLUIUH 

ZLUGK. 


KDLj 


FLGDjR  LWUrWCWU 
Clue:  D*H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  etKoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Exodus  Twenty- 
Two:  Twenty.  ^ 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Tennessee 
Titans  ^lecial  Teams  Coadi  Alan  Lowry 
said  he  gets  goose  bumps  eveiy  time  he 
sees  a  replay  of.tiie  "Music  City  Miracle." 

However,  Lowry  said  d%e  play,  which 
led  to  a  Titans  victory  in  die  final  16  sec¬ 
onds  of  a  Janua^  2D(X)  AFC  Wild  Card 
Playofi  game  against  the  Bufialo  Bills,  was 
the  result  of  perseverance,  preparedness, 
ani^ractice  —  not  a  miracle. 

"The  play  has  given  me  more  opportu¬ 
nity  just  like  diis  to  tell  people  about  die 
real  miracle  in  my  life,  and  dial's  die  mira¬ 
cle  of  what  Jesus  Christ  has  dcnie  fore  me." 

He  spoke  to  more  dian  1(X)  LifeWay 
Christian  Store  managers  and  managers- 
in-training  attending  annual  meetings  in 
Nashville  Miw  6-10. 

Lowry,  who  grew  up  in  a  Christian 
home,  said  while  playing  college  football  at 
the  University  of  Texas, lie  diou^t  he  had 
"everything  under  control." 

He  played  quartefback  and  defensive 
back  for  his  team,  earned  All-Soudiwest 
Conference  honors,  and  was  drafted  to  play 
in  die  National  Foodiall  League  (NFL). 

"Then  widiin  a  five-year  ^>an,  I  lost  my 
fadter  to  a  blood  clot,  I  lost  my  diances  to 
play  for  die  NFL  to  iimuy,  and  I  lost  my 
modier  to  leukemia,"  Loi^  said.  "I  real¬ 
ized  I  didn't  have  anything  under  control." 

As  his  modier  lay  dying,  Lowry  said 
she  told  him  he  neeaed  to  turn  control  of 
his  life  over  to  God  and  live  his  fai^ 
every  day. 

"That's  what  I  did.  Doing  this  is  the  only 
thing  diat  can  help  you  avoid  the  pidalu 
and  guilt.  4  take  faith  mto  every  aspect 
of  oiadiing," 

The  BAfTSTRECOKB  ■  »  ‘  " 


Like  coaching  a  successful  football  team, 
turning  out  high-performance  employees 
takes  more  than  a  miracle,  Lowry  said. 

Four  keys  to  a  high  pierformance  team, 
he  said,  are: 

•  Communication.  "Communication 
has  to  be  from  die  top  to  the  bottom  and 
the  bottom  to  the  top.  The  truth  has  to  be 


Lowiy 

♦ 


told  and  those  communicating  must  be 
trustwordiy." 

•  Contributimi.  "Everyone  has  a  role  and 
must  be  responsible  and  accountable  in  that 
role  no  matter  what  the  circumstances." 

•  Chemistry.  "This  is  die  hardest  ingre¬ 
dient  to  find,  and  it's  the  hardest  to  build 
into  a  team." 

Not  everyone  has  to  like  each  other, 
Lowry  said,  but  they  do  have  to  respect 
each  other. 

"I  tell  my  players  to  A.S.K.  themselves 
how  diey  should  come  to  work  everyday. 

"'A'  stands  for  attitude,  'S'  stands  for 
skills,  and  'K'  stands  for  knowledge." 

•  Commitment.  "We  have  to  set  goals, 
and  everyone  has  to  work  just  as  hard  as 
die  next  one  to  reach  those  goals." 

With  these  four  elements  —  communi¬ 
cation,  contribution,  chemistry,  and  com¬ 
mitment  —  teams  «md  employees  who 
work  together  have  a  better  chance  at 
achieving  success,  Lowry  said. 

"What  is  success?"  he  asked.  "True  suc¬ 
cess  is  not  something  achieved,  but  some¬ 
thing  pursued,  a  series  of  accomplish¬ 
ments  that  make  yovu  future  better  than 

Jrour  past.  Success  is  a  process;  success  is 
eadership." 

Lowry  said  he  believes  leadership  is 
influence,  and  leaders  can  be  negative  as 
well  as  positive. 

Lowry  said  positive  leaders  must  work 
toward  raising  up  other  positive  leaders, 
"because  diere  is  never  a  wortage  of  nega¬ 
tive  leaders." 

"First,  we  must  look  at  otuselves  and 
.determine  what  type  of  leader, we  are,"  he 
added.  "We  mustl^  ounelves  weU  tot." 
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